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 NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY  
 

Context 
 

1. The Community Plan is the sovereign, strategic planning document for East 
Ayrshire, providing the overarching policy and strategic framework for the delivery 
of services by all Partner agencies. It also acts as East Ayrshire Council’s 
Corporate Plan.  

 
2. As such, the Community Plan sets set out the overall vision for the local area and 

the high level outcomes to be achieved. 
 
3. In addition, the Community Plan sets the context and requirements for operational 

documents to be produced, including thematic delivery plans and 
service/implementation plans for the Council and Partner agencies.   

 
4. Consequently, the Community Plan is likely to have significant impacts on the 

environment of East Ayrshire and, therefore, requires an environmental assessment 
in line with the provisions of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.  

 
5. East Ayrshire Council has a legislative duty, under the Local Government in 

Scotland Act 2003, to lead the Community Planning process in East Ayrshire and 
the other core partner organisations have a concomitant duty to participate in the 
process. 

 
6. The priority themes of the new Community Plan, each of which has an associated 

three year Delivery Plan, are: 
 

• Economy and Skills 
• Safer Communities; and 
• Wellbeing  

 
7. The key focus of the Delivery Plans is on the implementation of tangible actions that 

will make a difference in the communities across East Ayrshire.  Action is 
implemented through the three Community Plan Delivery Plans and the 
service/implementation plans of all the Partner agencies. 

 
Baseline Environmental Data 
 

8. The collation of baseline environmental data is an important part of the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA) process as it provides a snapshot of the 
environment at that point in time; highlights existing environmental problems and 
issues; and can be used to predict the potential future impacts that the 
implementation of the Plan may have on the environment. It also directly informs 
the development of SEA objectives against which the Community Plan will be 
assessed. 

 
Existing Environmental Issues and Problems  

 
9. The assessment of the Community Plan will identify and assess the environmental 

issues and problems that affect East Ayrshire, utilising the information identified 
through an analysis of the baseline data. From this assessment, the Community 
Planning Partnership will be able to predict whether the current environmental 
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issues and problems will be exacerbated, stabilised or enhanced by implementing 
the Community Plan and the results of this assessment will be detailed in the 
environmental report. 

 
Evolution of the Environment in the Absence of the East Ayrshire Community 
Plan 

 
10. Failure to implement a robust Community Planning process would result in a lack of 

co-ordination at a strategic level with a consequent effect on operational activity; 
and a duplication of effort and activity with a potential failure to maximise resources. 
This last point is particularly important in the current economic climate. 

 
11. Community Planning puts local people at the heart of delivering services and jointly 

tackling some of the major social, environmental and economic factors which have 
an effect on the well-being of our communities. It is recognised that many of the 
issues facing our communities are complex and multi-faceted and cannot be 
addressed by one agency working alone. Within East Ayrshire, Community 
Planning provides a highly effective vehicle to improve the quality of life of those 
who live in our communities   

 
Scoping of Issues to be Considered in the Environmental Report 

 
12. In order to ensure that the environmental assessment is focused only on significant 

environmental issues, it is necessary to scope in and out those issues which are not 
considered to be significantly affected by the content of the Community Plan or 
those that are not appropriate to the assessment process. The method adopted for 
determining significance at this early stage, employs six criteria, as follows: 

 

 Scale of the impact: geographic area and likely effects on the surrounding 
population; 

 Duration of the impact: short, medium or long term; 

 Reversibility of the impact; 

 Environmental sensitivities and constraints of the area; 

 Environmental value of the area; and 

 Potential for significant cumulative impacts. 
 

Alternatives 
 
13. The Community Plan’s Shared Principles, Strategic Priorities and Local Outcomes 

have been subject to an extensive consultation and engagement process, involving 
Partners, key stakeholders and communities.  

 
14 The Strategic Priorities and Local Outcomes represent the key priorities of 

communities within East Ayrshire. Consequently, they require to be delivered 
through the Community Plan, its associated Delivery Plans and Partner Agencies 
Service/Implementation Plans. 

 
15. The Local Outcomes also have a series of associated Priority Actions, where 

appropriate.  These represent the key areas of activity that require to be delivered 
to achieve the agreed Local Outcomes. As such, there were no reasonable 
alternatives within this context as the Strategic Priorities were agreed following 
extensive and exhaustive consultation with Partners and key stakeholders and 
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simply reflect the views and needs of local residents and their communities, along 
with identified local need. 

 
Assessment Methodology 

 
16. SEA follows a systematic and thorough process, which allows environmental 

considerations to be integrated into the Environmental Report, as well as, inviting 
comments and representations on both the proposed Community Plan and the 
Environmental Report from members of the public and stakeholders. SEA assesses 
and evaluates the likely significant impacts that the proposed Community Plan will 
have on the environment. Dependent on the outcome of the assessment process, 
the SEA recommends mitigation and/or enhancement measures. This is to ensure 
that the Community Plan is environmentally responsible and sustainable. 

 
17. The assessment focused on the Community Plan’s Strategic Priorities, Local 

Outcomes and Priority Actions. The Proposed Plan was subject to a 2 stage 
assessment. Stage 1 of the assessment process focussed on identifying if the 
Vision, Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and reasonable alternatives were likely 
to have a significant impact on the environment. To assist with the Stage 1 
assessment process, a series of SEA objectives, which were derived from the 
environmental baseline data and existing environmental issues and problems within 
East Ayrshire, were used to help determine if the proposed Plan was likely to have 
a significant impact on the environment, either positively or negatively. Only 
significant environmental impacts were taken forward to stage 2 of the assessment 
process. 

 
18. The stage 2 assessment process analysed the likely significant environmental 

impacts in more detail. To assist the stage 2 assessment process, SEA 
criteria/checklist were developed, linking into the SEA objectives, but providing a 
wider scope to evaluate what the significant impact on the environment would be as 
a result of the vision, spatial strategy, polices and sites. 

  
Assessment Results 

 
19. This section provides a summary of the Stage 1 and Stage 2 assessment results for 

the Shared Principles and for each of the strategic priorities, local outcomes and the 
priority actions that were scoped into the assessment. The results and commentary 
on the stage 1 assessment are contained in Appendix D and for Stage 2 in 
Appendix E. 

 
20. For those strategic priorities that were taken forward to Stage 2 of the assessment 

process, as they were likely to have significant environmental impacts, the majority 
of the impacts were considered to be both significant positive and/or negative. 
However, there were a lot of difficulties encountered within the assessment process 
due to the high level nature of the Community Plan. Most of these arose due to the 
lack of specific details such as locations and detailed proposals; therefore, the 
assessment could only identify if significant impacts were likely and what they would 
be, namely positive or negative. The assessment on many occasions deferred the 
assessment of some of the local outcomes to Partners’ supporting Plans, 
Programmes and Strategies. 

 
21. The Stage 2 assessments also assessed the strategic priorities, local outcomes and 

priority actions for cumulative and synergistic impacts. In this regard, the 
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implementation of the Community Plan is likely to have significant positive and/or 
negative impacts. 

 
22. Assessing cumulative and synergistic impacts at a high level of assessment is 

difficult as it is not possible to accurately predict the exact nature of the impacts 
without further details that Partners’ supporting Plans, Programmes and Strategies 
contain. The assessment could predict if there would be cumulative and synergistic 
impacts and if these were likely to be positive and/or negative. However, the 
assessment also recognised that it was better to defer the assessments to 
supporting plans in some instances.  

 
 Mitigation 
 
23. From the Stage 2 Assessment of Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority 

Actions, it became apparent, due to the lack of detailed information on the nature of 
the activity that would be undertaken in support of these objectives, that it would be 
difficult to accurately predict the significant impacts, and that accordingly, 
precautionary mitigation measures would be required. The mitigation measures 
detail what supporting Plans, Programmes and Strategies need to provide in terms 
of mitigation measures. These are given against each receptor where significant 
impacts are likely or where a precautionary principle has been applied. Full details 
of the mitigation measures are provided in Appendix E.  

 
 Monitoring 
 
24  As the Community Plan’s Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 

are likely to have significant environmental impacts, there is a requirement to 
undertake monitoring, especially if the impacts can not be accurately predicted. This 
is to ensure that adverse and unforeseen impacts do not arise or can be easily 
identified and remedied. Where the assessment of impacts have been deferred to 
lower level Plans, Programmes and Strategies for assessment, the monitoring 
measures from these Plans, Programmes and Strategies will be fed into the 
monitoring of the Community Plan for completeness and also to identify if further 
mitigation measures may be required within the hierarchy. The Environmental 
Report contains the full text of the Monitoring Measures. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

25. As the current Community Plan nears the end of its lifetime, the Community 
Planning Partnership Board (CPPB) on 5 December 2013 and subsequently, 
Council’s Cabinet on 19 February 2014, endorsed proposals for a three stage 
process to facilitate the comprehensive review of the Community Plan, the 
associated Single Outcome Agreement (SOA) and Community Planning 
arrangements.  

 
26. The first phase of the review involved a detailed consideration of the National 

Community Planning Framework; the existing Community Plan and Community 
Planning arrangements; the Community Planning structures; the role of the CPP in 
relation to organisational reforms in areas such as Integrated Health and Social 
Care, Community Justice and shared services; and how we continue to ensure the 
effective engagement of the voluntary and community sectors in the Community 
Planning process. To facilitate this, a series of surveys, seminars and engagement 
events were arranged to ensure effective engagement with as wide a range of 
stakeholders as possible. The outcome of the first phase of the review was reported 
to Council on 26 June 2014. 

 
27. The second phase of the Review of Community Planning, involved the detailed 

consideration and agreement of new strategic priorities and local outcomes for each 
of the three priority themes, namely, economy and skills, safer communities and 
wellbeing. This fluid stage of the review is ongoing and will be informed by 
consultation and feedback from a wide range of partners and stakeholders and by 
the outcome of the Strategic Environmental Assessment.  Proposals for the new 
Strategic Priorities and Local Outcomes in respect of each Community Plan theme 
for the period 2015-30 were endorsed by the Community Planning Partnership 
Board on 2 October 2014 as part of Stage 2 of the Community Planning Review 
process. 

 
28. The final phase of the Review will see the new plan, together with three new 

Delivery Plans and an updated Single Outcome Agreement endorsed by the 
Council and our Community Planning Partners to ensure that the new Community 
Plan is effectively in place and driven forward from 1 April 2015. 

 
29. The Scoping Report was submitted on 13 October 2014 and comments from the 

Consultation Authorities were received on 17 November 2014. The Consultation 
Authorities comments have been taken into account in the preparation of this 
Environmental Report. Appendix C details the responses to the Consultation 
Authorities’ comments. 
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Contact Details 

 

30. The main points of contact for the Proposed Community Plan and SEA are detailed 
below: 

 

Gwen Barker      James Lally  
Policy, Planning and Performance Manager Corporate Officer (Policy and Planning) 
Democratic Services     Democratic Services 
Finance and Corporate Support    Finance and Corporate Support  
Council HQ       Council HQ  
London Road     London Road 
Kilmarnock      Kilmarnock 
KA37BU      KA37BU 
Tel 01563 554602     Tel 01563 576148 

 
 
 CONTEXT FOR THE COMMUNITY PLAN 
 
31. East Ayrshire Council has a legislative duty, under the Local Government in 

Scotland Act 2003, to lead the Community Planning process in East Ayrshire and 
the other core partner organisations have a concomitant duty to participate in the 
process. 

 
32. In East Ayrshire, the SOA has been developed within the context of the Community 

Plan and is a performance management document which allows the Community 
Planning Partnership to measure progress over time in making a difference in 
communities. This single document details the local outcomes which Partners will 
aim to achieve over time to improve the quality of life for local people across our 
communities and is an Agreement between national and local government. 

 
33. The priority themes of the new Community Plan, each of which has an associated 

three year Delivery Plan, are: 
 

 Economy and Skills 

 Safer Communities; and 

 Wellbeing  
 
34. The key focus of the Delivery Plans is on the implementation of tangible actions that 

will make a difference in the communities across East Ayrshire.  Action is 
implemented through the three Community Plan Delivery Plans and the 
service/implementation plans of all the Partner agencies. 

 
35. Detailed over are the new Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 

in respect of each Community Plan theme for the period 2015-30 as endorsed by 
the Community Planning Partnership Board on 2 October 2014 as part of Stage 2 of 
the Community Planning Review process. 
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 Economy and Skills 
 
36. New Strategic Priorities 
 

 Make East Ayrshire a destination of choice for business growth and investment; 

 Develop a confident, successful, appropriately qualified and skilled workforce; 
and 

 Embed ambition, aspiration and entrepreneurship in our culture. 
 
37. New Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 
 

 Local economic activity increased 

 Grow the business base in East Ayrshire. 

 Accelerate the pace of infrastructure improvements and maximise the benefit 

of existing resources. 

 Improve the vibrancy of our town centres. 

 

 Skills, qualifications and employability improved for all learners  

 Ensure East Ayrshire residents, particularly our young people, have the 
relevant skills and qualifications, and positive attitude needed for the world of 
work. 

 Increase innovation and entrepreneurship. 

 
Safer Communities 
 

38. New Strategic Priorities 
 

 Make East Ayrshire’s communities attractive and safe places to live and visit. 

 Improve community safety in neighbourhoods and homes, and protect and 
support our most vulnerable individuals and families. 

 Promote our vibrant communities by encouraging active and responsible 
citizenship. 

 
39. New Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 
 

 East Ayrshire residents are safe and protected from crime in their communities. 
 Tackle crime and the fear of crime across East Ayrshire. 
 

 East Ayrshire residents are safe and supported in their homes. 
 Support residents to live safely and independently in their homes. 

 

 Road safety improved through enforcement, engineering, education and effective 
early intervention. 
 Reduce road casualties in East Ayrshire. 
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 Drug supply and misuse prevented through effective enforcement, prevention 
and early intervention. 
 Tackle drug supply and minimise the impact of drug misuse on individuals, 

families and communities. 
 

 Adults and families at risk protected from domestic abuse.  

 Facilitate effective action against offenders of domestic abuse, and improve 
the response and support provided for victims of domestic abuse and their 
families. 

 

 People most at risk are protected and supported to achieve improved life 
chances  
 Support and protect vulnerable individuals and families 

 

 East Ayrshire residents are safe and protected from anti-social behaviour  
 Reduce incidents of vandalism, disorder and anti-social behaviour 

 
Wellbeing 

 

40. New Strategic Priorities 
 

 Children and young people, including those in early years and their carers, are 

supported to be active, healthy and to reach their potential at all life stages. 

 All citizens are given the opportunity improve their wellbeing, to lead an active 

healthy life and to make positive lifestyle choices. 

 Older people and adults who require support and their carers are included and 

empowered to live the healthiest life possible. 

 Work with communities to address the impact that inequalities has on the health 

and wellbeing of our citizens. 

 

41. New Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 
 

 Our children have the best start in life. 

 Our young people are successful learners, confident individuals, effective 

contributors and responsible citizens. 

 We have improved the life chances for children, young people and families at 

risk. 

 People who provide unpaid care are supported to reduce the potential impact of 

their caring role on their own health and wellbeing. 

 People are able to look after and improve their own health and wellbeing and live 

in good health for longer. 

 Community Planning Partnership services are centred on helping to maintain or 

improve the quality of life of service users. 

 People, including those with disabilities, long term conditions, or who are frail, are 

able to live, as far as reasonably practicable, independently at home or in a 

homely setting in their community. 
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 People who access Community Planning Partnership services have positive 

experiences of those services, and their dignity respected. 

 People who use Community Planning Partnership services are safe from harm. 

 Community Planning Partnership services contribute to reducing health 

inequalities. 

 

HIERARCHY OF PLANS, PROGRAMMES AND STRATEGIES   
 
42. The Community Plan, as previously stated, is the sovereign, overarching strategic 

planning document for Community Planning Partners in East Ayrshire. In addition, it 

acts as the Council’s Corporate Plan, therefore, other Council Plans, Programmes, 

and Strategies, as well as those of other Partners, require to link to and contribute 

towards the priority themes and the delivery of the strategic priorities set out in the 

Community Plan. The diagram below shows the Community Plan within the context 

of other Plans and Strategies. 
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 BASELINE ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 
 
43. The collation of baseline environmental data is an important part of the SEA 

process as it provides a snapshot of the environment at that point in time; highlights 
existing environmental problems and issues; and can be used to predict the 
potential future impacts that the implementation of the Plan may have on the 
environment. It also directly informs the development of SEA objectives against 
which the Community Plan will be assessed. 

 
44. The Environmental Report for the Community Plan includes a full and 

comprehensive list of baseline environmental data, utilising GIS maps where 
possible, to show the geographical location and scale of key environmental 
designations, such as Special Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Listed Buildings, 
rivers etc. For the purposes of the scoping report, a broad summary of baseline 
environmental information has been collated. Table 1 overleaf summarises the main 
baseline environmental features and the environmental implications for the 
preparation and development of the Community Plan.  

 
45. In addition, Table 1 contains the suggested overall SEA objectives for the 

assessment. These have been developed taking into account the summary 
baseline data and environmental implications for the Community Plan. The SEA 
Objectives will be used to assess the Community Plan and they provide the basis 
for the development of the sub-criteria/questions in Table 5.  



Table 1: Summary of Baseline Environmental Data and Environmental Implications for the Community Plan 
 

Environmental 
Receptor 

Summary of Baseline 
Environment 

Environmental 
Implications for the 

Community Plan 

Baseline Data to be 
collected 

Sources of Baseline 
Data 

SEA Objectives 

Landscape and 
Geology 

97% of the land area of East 
Ayrshire is classed as rural. 
 
There are 13 separate and 
distinct landscape types within 
East Ayrshire. 
 
There are 655 hectares of 
ancient woodland within East 
Ayrshire. 

Climate Change and/or 
various activities can 
impact on the landscape 
character of the area. 
 
Climate Change and/or 
various activities can 
result in the loss of 
ancient and semi-natural 
woodland. 
 
 

Local geology. 
 
Landscape Character 
types and location by 
around settlements. 

SNH 
 
Ayrshire Landscape 
Character Assessment 
 
East Ayrshire Council 
Landscape Character 
Assessment 
 
British Geological Survey 

The Community Plan 
should seek to protect, 
and, where appropriate, 
enhance the landscape 
character of East 
Ayrshire. 
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to protect 
ancient and semi-natural 
woodland. 
 

Biodiversity, 
Flora and Fauna 

East Ayrshire contains one 
Special Protection Area (SPA), 
two Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC’s) and 21 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI’s). 
 
There are a number of Local 
Nature Reserves, designated 
and provisional wildlife sites 
within East Ayrshire. 
 
Priority Species have been 
identified including water voles 
and farmland birds. 
 
Priority habitats have been 
identified including lowland 
raised bogs. 

Climate Change and/or 
various activities within or 
in close proximity to 
SPA’s, SAC’s and SSSI’s 
can have implications for 
the interest protected 
within the site. 
 
 
Development could lead 
to the loss or 
fragmentation of protected 
habitats with 
consequential impacts on 
protected and priority 
species and sites within 
East Ayrshire.  
 
 

European designated 
sites: SPA’s and SAC’s. 
 
Non-statutory designated 
sites, Local Nature 
Reserves, Wildlife and 
provisional wildlife sites. 
 
Priority Species and 
Habitats. 

SNH 
 
RSPB 
 
Scottish Wildlife Trust 
 
Forestry Commission 
 
Ayrshire Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
 
East Ayrshire Council 

The Community Plan 
should ensure that the 
integrity of all 
internationally designated 
sites within or adjacent to 
the EAC boundary are 
protected and preserved. 
 
The Community Plan 
should safeguard all 
European and nationally 
designated sites, habitats 
and priority species from 
adverse impacts, loss and 
fragmentation. 
 
 

Climate Many areas of East Ayrshire 
have been subject to flooding in 
the past. 
 
Renewable energy 
developments are contributing to 
reducing the amount of energy 

Tourism and other new 
developments are a major 
source of transport 
movements, and can lead 
to increased use of 
energy. which has 
corresponding climate 

Climate Change trends. 
 
Flooding and storm 
events. 
 
CO2 and other emissions 
with East Ayrshire. 

Online Handbook of 
Climatic Trends across 
Scotland 2006 (SNIFFER) 
 
UK Climate Impacts 
Programme 
 

The Community Plan 
should, where possible, 
contribute to the Scottish 
Government’s 
greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets of 80% 
by 2050 and the interim 
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Environmental 
Receptor 

Summary of Baseline 
Environment 

Environmental 
Implications for the 

Community Plan 

Baseline Data to be 
collected 

Sources of Baseline 
Data 

SEA Objectives 

consumed from other means. 
 
Climate change can affect the 
two key sources of carbon: trees 
and soils, especially peat soil. 

change implications in 
terms of increased CO2 
emissions etc. 
 
There are many areas 
susceptible to flooding in 
East Ayrshire. 
 
Climate change is 
increasing the frequency 
of flash floods in Scotland. 

 
Flood Risk Assessments. 

SEPA 
 
Scottish Government 
 
East Ayrshire Council 
 
 

target of 42% by 2020. 
 
The Community Plan 
should promote 
renewable energy 
development, energy 
efficiency within new 
developments and 
increased use of public 
transport.  
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to protect 
existing areas/sites, which 
are at risk from flooding. 
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to protect 
woodland, soil and 
carbon-rich soils and, 
where possible, enhance 
them and also contribute 
to the Scottish 
Governments targets on 
re-afforestation  

Soil East Ayrshire possesses 62.85 
ha of category 2 prime quality 
land, 1,310.14 ha of category 
3(1) prime quality land and 
10,464.22 ha of category 3(2) 
locally important, good quality 
agricultural land. 
 
There are areas of brownfield 
land which may have the 
potential for soil contamination. 
 

Development, or other 
activities in greenfield 
locations, can result in the 
loss of prime quality 
agricultural land and other 
important soil resources 
such as peat. 
 
 
 
There are 124 vacant and 
derelict sites within East 
Ayrshire which extends 
348.42 hectares that are 
having an impact on the 
amenity of the area.   

Agricultural Land 
classification data, 
location and size by 
settlement. 
 
Location and number/size 
of contaminated land. 
 
Lowland raised and 
Blanket Peat Bogs. 

The James Hutton 
Institute/Macaulay Scientific 
Consulting Ltd 

 
East Ayrshire Council 
 
SNH (for soil acidity data 
etc) 
 
Scottish Government for 
Vacant and Derelict Land 
Data  

The Community Plan 
should promote the use 
and redevelopment of 
vacant and derelict 
brownfield land.  
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to protect 
peat soils and where 
possible seek to enhance 
these. 
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to protect 
carbon-rich soils and 
where possible seek to 
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Environmental 
Receptor 

Summary of Baseline 
Environment 

Environmental 
Implications for the 

Community Plan 

Baseline Data to be 
collected 

Sources of Baseline 
Data 

SEA Objectives 

enhance these  
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to contribute 
to the Scottish 
Government’s targets on 
re-afforestation. 

Air The majority of Nitrogen Dioxide 
levels in the 2012 Air Quality 
Report are below the annual 
mean objective. However, there 
have been breaches of the 1-
hour mean in areas of relevant 
public exposure within 
Kilmarnock (16 breaches). In 
addition, the Nitrogen Dioxide 
levels in Loudoun Road, 
Newmilns and Earl Grey Street, 
Mauchline are rising. However, 
the increases are still below the 
2010 annual mean objective and 
the 1 hour mean targets.   
 
PM10 monitoring commenced in 
New Cumnock in 2009. This 
location was chosen due to the 
extensive open cast coal works 
in the surrounding area and the 
associated potentially raised 
background PM10 levels. 
Results for 2009 gave levels of 
PM10 at 12 μg/m3 and 2010 
gave levels at 9 μg/m3 , well 
below the Annual Air Quality 
Objective. Similarly no 
exceedences of the 24 hour 
mean occurred. 
 
PM10 monitoring commenced in 
John Finnie Street, Kilmarnock in 
February 2010. The annual 

Tourism and 
Development can 
generate additional traffic 
and movements which 
can increase emissions 
into the atmosphere, 
which can lead to air 
pollution. 
 
Private and public 
transport can be a major 
cause of air pollution. 
 
 

Local Air Quality. 
 
Road Transport emission 
figures. 
 
Air Pollution figures and 
information. 
 
 

East Ayrshire Council 
 
Scottish Government 
 
National Air Emissions 
Inventory  
 
 

 

The Community Plan 
should ensure that 
tourism or any other 
development minimises 
emissions into the 
atmosphere and the 
impacts on air quality. 
 
The Community Plan 
should promote the use of 
sustainable modes of 
transportation. 
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Environmental 
Receptor 

Summary of Baseline 
Environment 

Environmental 
Implications for the 

Community Plan 

Baseline Data to be 
collected 

Sources of Baseline 
Data 

SEA Objectives 

mean level recorded in 2010 was 
21 μg/m3 which is significantly 
above the Annual Air Quality 
Objective of 18 μg/m3. John 
Finnie Street is also subject to 
the aforementioned town centre 
regeneration works which have 
added to PM levels. 
 
Road transport is a major 
contributor to air quality 
pollutants such as NO2 (nitrogen 
dioxide), PM10 (particulates), O2 
(Ozone) and CO (carbon 
monoxide). 

Water The major rivers in East Ayrshire 
comprise the Rivers Ayr, Irvine, 
Nith and Doon. 
 
In 2008 East Ayrshire had 
157.37 km of good quality rivers; 
295 Km of moderate quality 
rivers; 68 km of poor quality 
rivers; 105 km of bad quality 
rivers; 10 km of rivers with 
moderate ecological potential; 15 
km of rivers with poor ecological 
potential and 23 km of rivers 
quality which is unclassified. 

The water environment in 
East Ayrshire is a key 
resource. There are rivers 
with poor ecological 
status within East 
Ayrshire, which can 
impact on the water 
environment, species, 
habitats and even human 
health.   
Development which 
results in the storage of 
hazardous materials etc 
can lead to soil and 
groundwater pollution. 
 
Contaminated and vacant 
and derelict land can 
impact on water, river and 
groundwater quality. 

River Quality Data. 
 
Standing water quality 
data. 
 
Drinking Water Quality. 
 
River Basement 
Management Plans. 
 
Water Pollution figures 
and information. 

SEPA 
 
Drinking Water Quality 
Regulator for Scotland 
 
Scottish Water 
 
East Ayrshire Council 

The Community Plan 
should seek to enhance, 
where appropriate, water 
quality (including 
groundwater) to good 
chemical and ecological 
status. 

Historic 
Environment 

East Ayrshire has 45 Category A 
listed buildings, 357 Category B 
Listed Buildings and 349 
Category C(s) Listed Buildings. 
 
There are 26 conservation areas. 

East Ayrshire has a rich 
historic environment. 
 
There are many listed 
buildings which are 
vacant or derelict within 

Listed Buildings, Ancient 
Scheduled Monuments, 
Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes. 
 
Conservation Areas. 

Historic Scotland 
 
East Ayrshire Council 
 
West of Scotland 
Archaeological Service 

The historic environment 
and its setting should be 
safeguarded.  
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Environmental 
Receptor 

Summary of Baseline 
Environment 

Environmental 
Implications for the 

Community Plan 

Baseline Data to be 
collected 

Sources of Baseline 
Data 

SEA Objectives 

 
East Ayrshire has 30 Schedule 
Monuments and 1055 sites of 
archaeological significance. 
 
 
East Ayrshire also has 9 
designated Gardens and 
Designed Landscapes. 
 
East Ayrshire has one historic 
battlefield, the site of the battle of 
Loudoun Hill is significant as one of 

the first victories of King Robert I (the 
Bruce) against the English forces. 
 

East Ayrshire that impact 
on the amenity and 
character of Conservation 
Areas or other areas of 
East Ayrshire.  
 
Developments, can 
impact on the setting of 
listed buildings, 
conservation areas and 
gardens and designed 
landscapes. 
 
Development can also 
impact on archaeological 
resources in the area 
including historic 
battlefields.  

 
Archaeological Areas. 
 
Buildings at Risk. 
 
Historic townscapes, 
landscapes and 
battlefields. 

 
Scottish Civic Trust 
 
Sites and Monuments 
Records (SMR) 

Health 61% of people in East Ayrshire 
rated their health in 2012 as 
good or very good.  This is a 
significant decrease from 75% in 
2009/10. In Scotland, 74% of 
people rated their health as 
good, or very good in 2012, a 
small decrease from 75% in 
2009/10. (2012 SHS Data).  
 
32.3% of people 16+ in East 
Ayrshire smoke, compared to 
22.9% in Scotland. (2012 SHS 
Data). 
 
Hospital admission rates in East 
Ayrshire for people with 
respiratory diseases were 2,381 
(1,981 rate per 100,000 people) 
in 2011. The Scottish figure in 
2011 was 84,232 admissions 
(1,603 rate per 100,000 people). 
 

There has been a 
significant drop in the 
health assessment of 
East Ayrshire resident’s in 
recent years. Residents of 
East Ayrshire have a 
lower health assessment 
than the Scottish average 
and also are more likely to 
smoke than the Scottish 
average. 
 
New development and the 
associated increase in 
private car usage and 
movements can impact on 
air quality, which can 
impact on respiratory 
diseases. 
 

Health Statistics. 
 
Life expectancy. 
 
Activity levels. 
 
Health, social and 
recreational facilities. 

Scottish Neighbourhood 
Survey 
 
Scottish Government 
 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
 
East Ayrshire Council 

The Community Plan 
should seek to ensure that 
public transport 
connections, cycling and 
walking routes are easily 
accessible to all. 
 
The Community Plan 
should minimise, where 
possible, impacts on  air, 
water and noise pollution 
are for residents in East 
Ayrshire. 
 
The Community Plan 
should contribute to the 
enhancement and 
protection of human 
health.  
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to maintain 
and improve recreational 
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Environmental 
Receptor 

Summary of Baseline 
Environment 

Environmental 
Implications for the 

Community Plan 

Baseline Data to be 
collected 

Sources of Baseline 
Data 

SEA Objectives 

 facilities and promote 
sustainable modes of 
access to health, social 
and recreational facilities. 
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to improve 
the environment and 
quality of life for residents. 

Population East Ayrshire has a total 
population of 122,767 in the 
2011 Census. 
 
Kilmarnock is the largest 
settlement with a population of 
46,159. Cumnock is the second 
largest settlement with a 
population of 9,039. 
 
The number of data zones within 
East Ayrshire which fall within 
the 15% most deprived SIMD 
datazones in Scotland has risen 
from 27 (2.8%) in 2009 to 32 
(3.3%) in 2012. 

East Ayrshire’s population 
has grown slightly in 
recent years, however, 
closer analysis shows that 
our more isolated rural 
communities in the Irvine 
Valley and South of East 
Ayrshire continue to suffer 
population out-migration 
to other areas due to lack 
of jobs and poor transport 
links. 
 
The number of 
communities in East 
Ayrshire that fall within the 
15% most deprived SIMD 
datazones in Scotland 
has continued to grow in 
recent years.  

Population Statistics. 
 
SIMD areas 
Economic statistics. 
 
 

General Register Office 
for Scotland 
 
Census 2011 data 
 
Scottish Government (mid 
year population estimates 
and SIMD data) 
 
East Ayrshire Council 

The Community Plan 
should assist in the 
promotion of sustainable 
and carbon neutral 
economic growth to retain 
and increase the working 
age population 
 
The Community Plan 
should contribute to the 
social and economic 
regeneration of 
disadvantaged 
communities.   

Material Assets Major transport infrastructure 
includes strategic rail, road, bus, 
cycling and walking networks. 
The major roads are the 
A77/M77, A76 and the A71. 
 
 
There are 481Km of Core Paths 
within East Ayrshire 
 
There are 3,893 Ha of protected 
public open space within East 

New greenfield and tourist 
developments encourage 
increased use of the 
private car. 
 
New greenfield and tourist 
developments can be 
located outwith 
acceptable distances to 
community facilities, 
shops etc. 
 

Infrastructure data. 
 
Public Transport data. 
 
Walking and cycle route 
data. 
 
Core Paths. 
 
Rights of Way. 
 
Public open space. 

Scottish Government 
 
Transport Scotland 
 
SPT 
 
Scottish Water 
 
SEPA 
 
East Ayrshire Council 
 

The Community Plan 
should seek to ensure that 
all new or significant 
developments are near 
public transport hubs. 
 
The Community Plan 
should seek to protect and 
where possible enhance 
public open space 
 
The Community Plan 
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Environmental 
Receptor 

Summary of Baseline 
Environment 

Environmental 
Implications for the 

Community Plan 

Baseline Data to be 
collected 

Sources of Baseline 
Data 

SEA Objectives 

Ayrshire 
 
In 2009-2010, East Ayrshire 
recycled 22,149 tonnes of waste; 
with 8,764 tonnes being 
composted and 40,993 tonnes 
being disposed of via landfill 
 
The overall amount of waste 
generated in East Ayrshire was 
71,906 tonnes and the recycling 
rate was 42.98% of the total 
amount of waste generated. 

Public open space can be 
under pressure from 
developments. 
 
Core Paths and rights of 
bridleways may be 
located within greenfield 
development sites. 
 
New developments can 
lead to increases in the 
amount of waste being 
processed within East 
Ayrshire 
 

 
Waste and recycling data. 

Sport Scotland 
 
SNH 
 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway Area Waste 
Plan 

should seek to protect 
Core Paths and other 
important routes i.e., 
Rights of Way 
The Community Plan 
should seek to improve 
outdoor recreational 
facilities and 
opportunities, where 
possible. 
 
The Community Plan 
should promote and 
encourage increased 
recycling of waste and 
contribute to the current 
waste reduction targets 
within the Zero Waste 
Plan and the Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Area Waste Plan. 
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND PROBLEMS  
 
46. The assessment of the Community Plan will identify and assess the environmental 

issues and problems that affect East Ayrshire, utilising the information identified 
through an analysis of the baseline data. From this assessment, the Community 
Planning Partnership will be able to predict whether the current environmental 
issues and problems will be exacerbated, stabilised or enhanced by implementing 
the Community Plan and the results of this assessment will be detailed in the 
environmental report. 

 
47. The following information provides a summary of the existing environmental issues 

and problems that affect the East Ayrshire area: 
 

 There continues to be some threat to particular species and habitats since the 
production of the Ayrshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP). The Ayrshire 
LBAP has been reviewed and has highlighted raised bogs as the key habitat for 
East Ayrshire in need of particular protection; 

 

 Extensive open cast coal operations have been undertaken in the south of East 
Ayrshire, with active coaling continuing at a number of opencast coal sites. The 
liquidation of SCCL and of Aardvark in 2013 has seen the Council agree and 
implement Steps to Recovery; a consolidation and enhancement of key policies 
and procedures, and importantly, significant improvement in the Regulation of 
Opencast Coal Mining in East Ayrshire. The Steps to Recovery report, 
considered by Council in September 2013, provides a baseline assessment of 
all of the opencast coal complexes and sites in East Ayrshire. This confirms the 
full extent of disturbed and unrestored land across the nine former SCCL and 
Aardvark complexes as well as quantifying the notional cost of restoration 
thereby informing the process of calling-up restoration bonds. The framework 
underpinning the Steps to Recovery established 3 key principles for site 
masterplanning, namely: Make Safe, Make Good and Make New.   

 

 There is an increased risk of flooding throughout East Ayrshire as a result of 
climate change and other factors. 

 

 The provision of new transportation infrastructure can have significant 
deleterious implications for landscape, scenic quality, habitats and biodiversity. 

 

 Some town centres and other areas are in need of measures to improve 
appearance, accessibility and the environment. 

 

 Increased afforestation and poor management practices are giving rise to 
problems of increased acidification of water courses and other water bodies. 

 

 East Ayrshire’s increased accessibility has enhanced the area as a commuter 
area.   This has led to a greater demand for housing.  Increased housing could 
lead to a greater pressure on greenfield sites and agricultural land.  In addition, 
new developments and change of land use impact upon local 
species/biodiversity.   Peripheral developments can also lead to increased 
energy usage through increased use of the private car for transportation 
purposes.  Urban green spaces are also under mounting pressure for 
development. 
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 Scottish transport related CO2 emissions rose by 4% between 1990 and 2003 
and in 2003 represented almost 20% of the total emissions for Scotland. 

 

 Road transport is a major contributor to air quality pollutants such as NO2 
(nitrogen dioxide), PM10 (particulates), O2 (ozone) and CO (carbon monoxide). 

 
EVOLUTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE ABSENCE OF THE EAST 
AYRSHIRE COMMUNITY PLAN 

 
48. The SEA process is required to assess the likely impact on the environment if the 

Community Plan was not implemented. It is considered, in the absence of an 
overarching Community Plan in East Ayrshire and the implementation of a robust 
Community Planning process to support implementation of the Plan, that whilst 
developments in East Ayrshire would still take place, these would be less well 
attuned to environmental and other strategic priorities of the East Ayrshire 
Community Planning Partnership.  

 
49. A key aim of the Community Plan is to ensure that all partners are striving to 

achieve a shared vision, committed to a common set of shared principles and 
working towards the delivery of agreed strategic priorities.  The Community Plan 
also provides a shared commitment and focus upon which all other plans and 
strategies are founded.  This consistency of approach and overarching strategic 
direction for East Ayrshire would simply not be evident without the existence of the 
Community Plan.  

 
50. The benefits that partnership working bring in terms of reducing duplication, co-

ordinating and pooling of resources and working together to solve often complex 
environmental and social problems would also be lost in the absence of the East 
Ayrshire Community Plan.   

 
 SCOPING OF ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE ASSESSMENT 
 
51. In order to ensure that the environmental assessment is focused only on significant 

environmental issues, it is necessary to scope in/out those issues which are not 
considered to be significantly affected by the content of the Community Plan or 
those that are not appropriate to the assessment process. The method adopted for 
determining significance at this early stage, employs six criteria, as follows: 

 

 Scale of the impact: geographic area and likely effects on the surrounding 
population. 

 Duration of the impact: short, medium or long term. 

 Reversibility of the impact. 

 Environmental sensitivities and constraints of the area. 

 Environmental value of the area. 

 Potential for significant cumulative impacts. 
 
52. The Strategic Priorities and Local Outcomes of the Community Plan will be 

assessed against all of the environmental receptors in Table 2 below. Table 2 
provides an overview of those issues scoped in and out of the assessment process 
in relation to the Delivery Plans themselves, and Table 3 provides the justification 
for scoping those issues in and out of the process. 

 
53. It should also be noted that there have been a number of changes to the wording of 

the Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority Actions, between the Scoping 
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Report and this Environmental Report, particularly within the Safer Communities 
and Wellbeing themes. It has been determined that the amended wording does not 
significantly change the original sentiment of those Strategic Priorities, Local 
Outcomes and Priority Actions and accordingly these remain scoped out.  In 
addition, following more detailed consideration, two further issues have been 
scoped out between the scoping and the environmental report. This resulted in the 
health and population receptors in respect of the Wellbeing theme being scoped 
out. The reasoning to support this decision is highlighted in yellow in Table 2 
overleaf.  
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 Economy and Skills Safer Communities Wellbeing 

Landscape The Strategic Priorities, Local 
Outcomes and priority actions could 
lead to development or activities that 
could result in the loss of, or affect the 
setting of this receptor. 

The Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes 
and priority actions are aimed at 
reducing crime and antisocial behaviour, 
improving safety in neighbourhoods and 
homes as well as protecting children and 
vulnerable adults.  Therefore, the plan 
will not have a significant environmental 
impact on this receptor. 

The Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes 
and priority action are based on improving 
health and wellbeing. Therefore, the plan 
will not have a significant environmental 
impact on this receptor. 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

As above. As above. As above. 

Climate As above. As above. As above. 

Soil As above. As above. As above. 

Air As above. As above. As above. 

Water As above. As above. As above. 

Historic 
Environment  

As above. As above. As above. 

Health As above. As above. The Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes 
and priority actions are based on 
improving health and making a positive 
impact on wellbeing. Proposals 
supplement a wide range of existing 
services and are therefore not anticipated 
to have a significant environmental impact 
on this receptor. 

Population As above. As above. Although the Local Outcomes and priority 

 Economy and Skills Safer Communities Wellbeing 

Environmental Receptors Scoped In  Scoped Out Scoped In  Scoped Out Scoped In  Scoped Out 

Landscape       

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna       

Climate       

Soil       

Air       

Water       

Historic Environment        

Health       

Population       

Material Assets       



 

25 

 Economy and Skills Safer Communities Wellbeing 

actions are aimed at improving health and 
wellbeing, they are not associated with 
the environmental impacts of the plan on 
health and simply augment existing 
services, as a result, there are not likely 
to be any significant environmental 
impacts on this receptor. 

Material Assets As above. As above. As above. 
 
 

 Economy and Skills Safer Communities Wellbeing 

Landscape The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on landscape. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on 
landscape. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on 
landscape. 

Biodiversity, 
Flora and Fauna 

The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that could result in 
the loss of, or affect the setting of, 
biodiversity, flora and fauna. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that could result in the loss of, or 
affect the setting of, biodiversity, flora and 
fauna. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that could result in the loss of, or 
affect the setting of, biodiversity, flora and 
fauna. 

Climate The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on climate. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on climate 
factors 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on climate 
factors. 

Soil The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on soil resources. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on soil 
resources. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on soil 
resources. 

Air The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on air quality. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on air 
quality. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on air 
quality. 

Water The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on the water environment. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on the 
water environment. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on the 
water environment. 

Historic 
Environment 

The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on the historic environment. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on the 
historic environment. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on the 
historic environment. 

Health The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on Health. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on Health. 

The Delivery Plan could have significant 
impacts on Health. 

Population The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on 

The Delivery Plan could have significant 
impacts on population. 
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impact on population. population. 

Material Assets The Delivery Plan could lead to 
development or activities that significantly 
impact on material assets. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on material 
assets. 

The Delivery Plan will not lead to development 
or activities that significantly impact on material 
assets. 
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 ALTERNATIVES 
 
54. The SEA process requires that the environmental report identifies, describes and 

evaluates the likely significant effects of the implementation of the Community Plan 
and the reasonable alternatives to the Community Plan. The environmental report 
will identify and assess the reasonable alternatives, where appropriate, to the 
Community Plan’s Local Outcomes and the detailed actions within each of the 
Delivery Plans.  

 
 ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 
 
55. The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 requires the environmental 

report to assess and evaluate the likely significant impacts that the Community Plan 
will have on the environment. It is central to SEA that the assessment process and 
reporting of the findings are unbiased, robust, objective, transparent and ultimately 
easy to understand.  

 
56. The two stage assessment methodology outlined in this section has been 

developed in line with advice contained within the SEA Toolkit and from experience 
of other Council SEA’s.  

 
57. In order to reflect the diversity of the environment, the Council has grouped and 

defined the environment within five broad headings, as detailed in the table 4 below. 
These topics and receptors form the basis for stage 1 of the SEA assessment 
methodology. 

 

Table 4: Environmental Topics and Receptors  
 

Environmental Topics Receptors 

Natural Features 

Landscape  

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 

Climate 

Natural Resources 

Soil 

Air 

Water 

Historic Environment 

Listed Buildings 

Conservation Areas 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

Archaeological Sites/Areas 

Social Environment 

Health 

Population 

Material Assets (infrastructure, amenity and recreational 
open space i.e. parks etc) 

 

58. The proposed assessment methodology has an overall objective to ‘protect, and 
where appropriate, enhance the environment’. 

  
59. The assessment will focus on the Community Plan’s Strategic Priorities, Local 

Outcomes and Delivery Plans, as well as any reasonable alternatives. It should be 
noted that only significant impacts will be assessed, which will be identified through 
Stage 1 of the assessment process. Stage 2 analyses the identified significant 
impacts in more detail. Both stages of the assessment will be undertaken, 
independently, by a panel of Council experts and where appropriate, external 
stakeholders, to ensure that the assessment is accurate, robust and unbiased. The 
assessment will be undertaken in parallel with the development of the Community 
Plan Delivery Plans.  
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Stage 1 – Assessment of Significance 

 
60. The first stage involves the use of Matrix 1 below and the constraints shown on the 

Council’s GIS system as a sifting tool to identify significant impacts on the grouped 
environmental topics and receptors as described in Table 4. The judgement on 
what is considered to be a significant impact will be based on the following: 

 

 Scale of the impact (geographic area and likely effects on the surrounding 
population); 

 Duration of the impact (short, medium or long term); 

 Reversibility of the impact; 

 Environmental Sensitivities and Constraints of the area; 

 Environmental value of the area; 

 Potential for significant cumulative/synergistic impacts 
 
61. The SEA objectives and the constraints shown on the Council’s GIS system will be 

used to determine whether the identified impact is significant or not, using the 
baseline environmental data that has been collected, and taking into account the 
existing environmental issues and problems listed in paragraphs 46 and 47 of this 
report. If the Strategic Priority, Local Outcome and Delivery Plan is considered not 
to have a significant environmental impact then no further assessment will be 
required. All identified significant environmental impacts will be subject of further 
assessment under Stage 2. 

 
Matrix 1: Sifting Matrix for Assessment of Significance 

 

 

 Stage 2 
 
62. Stage 2 will analyse and assess the identified significant impacts in greater detail 

using Matrix 2 below. The sub criteria/questions will be used to provide a more 
detailed assessment which teases out what the significant environmental impacts 
are in relation to each of the individual environmental receptors scoped into the 
assessment, as detailed in the receptors column in Table 2. At this stage, the 
assessment will also look at short, medium and long term environmental impact(s) 
and provide proposals to monitor significant environmental impact(s). Each box will 
also be colour coded to indicate whether the impact is significant positive, 
significant positive/negative or significant negative, to aid comprehension of the 
assessment results. 

Components What is the Environmental 
Impact? 

Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features   

Natural Resources   

Historic 
Environment 

  

Social 
Environment 
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Key:  

Significant Positive Significant Positive/Negative Significant Negative 

Matrix 2: Detailed Assessment Matrix 
 
 Receptor Analysis of the Significant Environmental Impact 

 
Mitigation/Enhancement and their 

Likely Impacts 

Natural 
Features 

Landscape   

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna   

Climate   

Natural 
Resources 

Soil   

Air   

Water   

Historic 
Environment 

Listed Buildings   

Conservation Areas   

Gardens and Designed Landscapes   

Archaeological Sites/Areas   

Social 
Environment 

Health   

Population   

Material Assets   

 

Short Term Impacts  

Medium Term Impacts  

Long Term Impacts  
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SEA Objectives and sub-criteria/questions 
 

63. The proposed overall SEA objectives for each environmental receptor scoped into the 
assessment were illustrated in table 1. To aid the overall SEA objectives, SEA sub-
criteria/questions, which are mentioned in the assessment methodology above, have 
been devised to provide a more detailed assessment of the 
vision/strategy/policy/proposal or sites which are considered to be significant as a result 
of the stage 1 assessment. The objectives and sub-criteria/questions are fully compliant 
with the requirements of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. The 
proposed SEA sub-criteria/questions are shown in table 5 below: 

 

Table 5: SEA Objectives and sub-criteria/questions  
 

Environmental 
Receptor 

SEA Objective Sub-criteria/questions 

Landscape  The Community Plan should seek to 
protect, and where appropriate, enhance 
the landscape character of East Ayrshire. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
protect ancient and semi-natural woodland. 
 

Will Community Planning activity have adverse 
impacts on the landscape character of the area? 
 
Will Community Planning activity impact on the 
landscape setting of the area or lead to the loss of 
important geological resources? 
 
Does Community Planning activity result in the 
loss of ancient and semi-natural woodland or 
impact on its setting? 

Biodiversity, 
Flora and 
Fauna 

The Community Plan should ensure that 
the integrity of all internationally designated 
sites within or adjacent to the EAC 
boundary are protected and preserved. 
 
The Community Plan should safeguard all 
European and nationally designated sites, 
habitats and priority species from adverse 
impacts, loss and fragmentation. 
 
Biodiversity should be protected in line with 
the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 
2004; Scottish Biodiversity: It’s in Your 
Hands – A Strategy for the Conservation 
and Enhancement of biodiversity in 
Scotland (2204); and the UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan; and, where possible, 
enhanced. 

Will Community Planning activity impact on an 
SPA, SAC or SSSI in terms of extent, setting or 
management of the resource? 
 
Can it be determined that Community Planning 
activity is not likely to have a significant effect on 
the SPA or SAC? 
 
Is Community Planning activity likely to improve, 
stabilise or exacerbate the loss or fragmentation 
of important habitats and species within the area? 
 
Will Community Planning activity directly or 
indirectly impact on important biodiversity sites, 
habitats and priority species, including those 
contained within the Ayrshire Local Biodiversity 
Plan. 

Climate The Community Plan should, where 
possible, contribute to the Scottish 
Government’s greenhouse gas emission 
reduction targets of 80% by 2050 and the 
interim target of 42% by 2020. 
 
The Community Plan should promote 
renewable energy development, energy 
efficiency within new developments, 
increased use of public transport and 
encourage the development of micro 
renewables. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
protect existing areas/sites, which are at 
risk from flooding. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
ensure that new developments do not 
cause or exacerbate existing flooding 

Will Community Planning activity contribute to 
meeting the national climate change targets 
through the encouragement of sustainable design 
and construction methods?  
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage 
reductions in energy consumption? 
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage the 
provision of zero carbon new developments? 
 
Will Community Planning activity make positive 
contributions towards renewable energy targets? 
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage 
new developments to be located near existing 
public transport routes or integrate public 
transport routes within the development? 
 
Is the Community Planning activity likely to lead 
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Environmental 
Receptor 

SEA Objective Sub-criteria/questions 

issues upstream or downstream of the 
development site. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
protect woodland, soil and carbon-rich soils 
and, where possible, enhance them and 
also contribute to the Scottish 
Governments targets on re-afforestation. 

to flooding of other areas? 
 
Will the Community Planning activity help to 
alleviate flood risk?  
 
Will the Community Planning activity have 
adverse impacts on areas of raised bog, blanket 
bog, other organic soils or woodland/groups of 
trees? 

Soil The Community Plan seek to should 
protect areas of prime quality agricultural 
land. 
 
The Community Plan should promote the 
use and redevelopment of vacant and 
derelict brownfield land.  
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
protect carbon-rich soils and where 
possible seek to enhance these.” 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
contribute to the Scottish Governments 
targets on re-afforestation. 

Will Community Planning activity have an impact 
on or lead to the loss of prime quality agricultural 
land? 
 
Will Community Planning activity have adverse 
impacts on areas of raised bog, blanket bog or 
other organic soils? 
 
Does the Community Plan encourage the use of 
vacant/derelict land? 
 
Will Community Planning activity make a 
significant contribution to the removal, 
rehabilitation and/or re-use of vacant, derelict, 
contaminated or other degraded land within the 
area? 

Air The Community Plan should seek to 
ensure that tourism or any other 
development minimises emissions into the 
atmosphere and the impacts on air quality. 
 
The Community Plan should promote 
development which uses energy efficient 
resources and encourages the 
development of micro renewables. 
 
The Community Plan should promote the 
use of sustainable modes of transportation. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
improve air quality where possible. 

Is Community Planning activity likely to maintain 
or improve air quality within East Ayrshire? 
 
Does the Community Planning activity encourage 
or promote multiple modes of transportation? 
 
Does the Community Planning activity encourage 
the provision of zero carbon new developments?  
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage 
reductions in energy consumption? 
 

 

Water In line with the Water Framework Directive, 
the Community Plan should seek to 
enhance, where appropriate, water quality 
(including groundwater) to good chemical 
and ecological status by 2015. 
The Community Plan should seek to 
improve water quality where possible. 

Is Community Planning activity likely to enhance 
or negatively impact on water quality? 
 
Will Community Planning activity lead to 
developments that result in the degradation of 
water bodies? 
 

Historic 
Environment 

The historic environment and its setting 
should be safeguarded, where possible.  
 
The Community Plan should promote the 
regeneration and reuse of Listed Buildings 
where possible. 
 
The Community Plan should protect 
archaeological resources. 

Will Community Planning activity protect Listed 
Buildings; Conservation Areas; Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments; Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes and/or their setting?  
 
Will Community Planning activity protect 
archaeological resources within the area? 
 
Does Community Planning activity have the 
potential to negatively impact on unscheduled 
archaeology and archaeological sites within the 
Sites and Monuments Record? 
Does the Community Plan provide an opportunity 
to promote and increase our understanding of the 
historic environment?  

Health The Community Plan should seek to Will Community Planning activity encourage new 



 

32 

Environmental 
Receptor 

SEA Objective Sub-criteria/questions 

ensure that public transport connections, 
cycling and walking routes are easily 
accessible to all. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
minimise, where possible, impacts on air, 
water and noise pollution are for residents 
in East Ayrshire. 
 
The Community Plan should contribute to 
the enhancement and protection of human 
health.  
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
maintain and improve recreational facilities 
and promote sustainable modes of access 
to health, social and recreational facilities. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
improve the environment and quality of life 
for residents. 

developments to provide walking and cycling 
networks and interlink these with existing 
networks? 
 
Will Community Planning activity exacerbate or 
improve air, water or noise pollution in the area? 
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage the 
provision of new recreational opportunities within 
communities? 
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage 
better located health, social and recreational 
facilities? 
 
Will Community Planning activity improve the 
environment of the area?  
 
 

Population The Community Plan should promote 
sustainable and carbon neutral economic 
growth to retain and increase the working 
age population. 
 
The Community Plan should contribute to 
the social and economic regeneration of 
disadvantaged communities.  

Will Community Planning activity encourage 
sustainable economic growth through the 
promotion of sustainable industrial and business 
locations within settlements? 
 
Will Community Planning activity encourage new 
employment opportunities within town centres? 
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage 
new employment opportunities to areas in need of 
physical and social regeneration? 

Material 
Assets 

The Community Plan should seek to 
ensure, where possible, that all new or 
significant developments are near public 
transport hubs. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
protect and where possible enhance public 
open space. 
 
The Community Plan should seek to 
protect Core Paths and other important 
routes i.e., Rights of Way. 
 
To Community Plan should seek to improve 
outdoor recreational facilities and 
opportunities, where possible. 
 
The Community Plan should promote and 
encourage increased recycling of waste 
and contribute to the current waste 
reduction targets within the Zero Waste 
Plan and the Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway Area Waste Plan. 

Does Community Planning activity encourage 
new developments to be located near existing 
public transport routes or integrate public 
transport routes within the development? 
 
Does Community Planning activity encourage the 
improvement and protection of public open 
space? 
 
Will Community Planning activity lead to 
additional public open space being provided? i.e. 
the provision of new sports pitches? 
 
Does Community Planning activity protect and 
encourage the use of Core Paths, Rights of Way, 
footpaths and cycle tracks? 
 
Will Community Planning activity contribute to the 
reduction of waste to landfill? 
 
Will Community Planning activity contribute to the 
national and local recycling targets? 
 
Will Community Planning activity lead to 
increases in waste production? 
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Cumulative and Synergistic Assessments 
 

64. Cumulative and Synergistic Assessments will be undertaken at the same time as the 
assessment of the individual Shared Principles, Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and 
Priority Actions. The overall conclusions in respect of the cumulative and synergistic 
impact of the Shared Principles, Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 
will be presented in the Assessment of Results Section of this report below. 

 
65. Where there are potential cumulative and synergistic impacts on neighbouring Local 

Authority areas, these will be assessed using the assessment methodology above and 
clearly noted in the Environmental Report with any associated mitigation and monitoring 
measures. 

 

 ASSESSMENT RESULTS 
 
66. This section provides a summary of the Stage 1 and Stage 2 assessment results for the 

Shared Principles and for each of the Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and the 
Priority Actions that were scoped into the assessment. The full results and commentary 
for the Stage 1 Assessment is contained in Appendix D and for Stage 2 in Appendix E. 

 
Table 6: Stage 1 Assessment Results for the Shared Principles 
  

Shared Principle Significant Impact 
(Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) why? 

Stage 2 
Assessment? 

Promote equality and tackle 

inequality. 

 

The Shared Principle of the Community Plan is 
not likely to have a significant impact on the 
environment on its own. It is not clear what 
cumulative or synergistic impacts that the 
Shared Principle would have on the 
environment and therefore, it may be that the 
strategic priorities and/or local outcomes, that 
implement the Shared Principle, may have 
more profound environmental impacts either on 
their own, or cumulatively or synergistically. 
Therefore it is appropriate to defer the 
assessment of the action plans in this regard. 

No 

Prioritise early intervention and 

prevention. 

 

Early intervention and prevention is an 
underpinning principle guiding the focus of the 
delivery of services by the Community Planning 
Partners. There are unlikely to be any 
significant environmental impacts in this regard. 

No 

Ensure effective community 

engagement in the planning an 

delivery of local services; 

 

The Shared Principle is not likely to have any 
significant environmental impacts on its own as 
it is aimed at purely increasing community 
engagement in the planning and delivery of 
local services. 

No 

Utilise the strengths and resilience 

within communities. 

The Shared Principle is not likely to have any 
significant environmental impacts on its own as 
it is aimed at encouraging local people to make 
a positive contribution within their own 
communities.  

No 

Strengthen joint working and 

service integration. 

The Shared Principle is not likely to have any 
significant environmental impacts on its own as 
it is aimed at promoting joint working across the 
Community Planning Partnership and where 
appropriate, integrating service delivery 

No 
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arrangements.  

Drive efficiency and performance 
improvement. 

This is an underpinning principle aimed at 
delivering efficiencies and improving the 
services delivered by Community Planning 
Partners. There are unlikely to be any 
significant environmental impacts in this regard. 

No 

Promote lifelong learning. The Shared Principle is not likely to have any 
significant environmental impacts on its own as 
it is aimed at encouraging people to reach their 
full potential by promoting lifelong learning. 
make a positive contribution within their own 
communities. 

No 

 
 Assessment Difficulties 
 
67. The Shared Principles underpin all Community Planning activity. It was not possible, 

however, to determine what the specific impacts were or whether these would indeed be 
significant. Without any further information and accompanying actions, for example, it 
was not possible to determine significance even where environmental impacts were 
likely, rendering any assessment potentially meaningless and the results weak, as they 
are not quantifiable or justifiable.  

 

Economy and Skills 
 
68. The Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority Actions that remain to be assessed 

all fall within the Economy and Skills Theme and are these are set out below. 
 
69. New Strategic Priorities 
 

 Make East Ayrshire a destination of choice for business growth and investment; 

 Develop a confident, successful, appropriately qualified and skilled workforce; and 

 Embed ambition, aspiration and entrepreneurship in our culture. 
 
70. New Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 
 

 Local economic activity increased 

 Grow the business base in East Ayrshire. 

 Accelerate the pace of infrastructure improvements and maximise the benefit of 

existing resources. 

 Improve the vibrancy of our town centres. 

 

 Skills, qualifications and employability improved for all learners 
 Ensure East Ayrshire residents, particularly our young people, have the relevant 

skills and qualifications, and positive attitude needed for the world of work. 
 Increase innovation and entrepreneurship. 
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Table 7: Stage 1 Assessment Result for the Strategic Priorities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment Difficulties 

 
71. As above, an assessment of high level strategic Priorities encounters the same problems 

and difficulties as the Shared Principles. 

Delivery Plan New Strategic  Priorities   Significant Impact 
(Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become 
a significant cumulative or 
synergistic impact (yes/no) 
why? 

Stage 2 
Assessment

? 

Economy and 
Skills 
 

Make East Ayrshire a 
destination of choice for 
business growth and 
investment 

The strategic objective is likely to 
have significant impacts on its 
own and cumulatively and 
synergistically. 

Yes 

Develop a confident, 
successful, appropriately 
qualified and skilled 
workforce 

There is unlikely to be any 
significant environmental impact 
as a result of this strategic priority 
as it is purely focused on 
improving the education and skills 
of the local workforce and young 
people. 

No 

 Embed ambition, 
aspiration and 
entrepreneurship in our 
culture 

The strategic objective is likely to 
have significant impacts on its 
own and cumulatively and 
synergistically. 

Yes 
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Table 8: Stage 1 Assessment of the Local Outcomes and Priority Actions 
 

Delivery Plan Local Outcome Priority Actions Significant Impact  
(Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a 
significant cumulative or synergistic 
impact (yes/no) why? 

Stage 2 
Assessment? 

Economy and Skills 
 

Local economic activity 

increased 

 

Grow the business base in East 
Ayrshire. 

There are likely to be significant environmental 
impacts as a result of this local outcome and 
priority action.  It is likely that these will be 
positive and negative impacts dependent on 
location and the nature of the business growth 
i.e. is it a physical extension to an existing 
building etc 

Yes 

 Accelerate the pace of 
infrastructure improvements 
and maximise the benefit of 
existing resources 

There are likely to be significant environmental 
impacts as a result of this local outcome and 
priority actions.   

Yes 

 Improve the vibrancy of our 
town centres 

There is likely to be environmental impacts on 
biodiversity, flora and fauna as a result of this 
local outcome and priority action. It is likely 
that these will be positive and negative 
impacts.  As locational focus is on town 
centres, it is unlikely that there will be any 
significant impact on landscape and geology. 

Yes 

Skills, qualifications and 

employability improved for all 

learners 

Ensure East Ayrshire residents, 
particularly our young people, 
have the relevant skills and 
qualifications, and positive 
attitude needed for the world of 
work. 

The priority action will not lead to significant 
environmental impacts on its own, or 
cumulatively or synergistically, as the priority 
is purely focused on skills development and 
preparing people for the world of work. 

No 

Increase innovation and 
entrepreneurship 

There are likely to be significant environmental 
impacts as a result of this local outcome and 
priority action.  It is likely that these will be 
positive and negative impacts dependent on 
location and the nature of the business growth 
i.e. is it a physical extension to an existing 
building etc 

Yes 
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Assessment Difficulties 
 
72.  Although it was slightly easier to identify whether significant impacts would occur, it 

was still not possible to accurately predict the exact nature of the impacts without 
further details.  Assessment of relevant supporting Policies, Plans and Strategies will 
identify any significant positive or negative impacts. 

 
 STAGE 2 ASSESSMENT RESULTS 
 
73. This section provides a summary of the Stage 2 assessments for those Strategic 

Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority Actions that were likely to have significant 
impacts as a result of the Stage 1 assessment process. The summary results are 
presented below with the full assessment tables being contained in Appendix E. 

 
Table 9: Summary of Stage 2 Assessment of the Strategic Objectives 

 

 Key: 
 

Significant Positive Significant Positive/Negative Significant Negative 
 
 

Stage 2 Assessment Difficulties 
 
74. Although it was slightly easier to identify if significant impacts would occur, in terms of 

there being positive and/or negative impacts, it was not possible to understand the 
exact nature of these impacts on the environmental receptors. Therefore, the 
assessment required precautionary mitigation, which will be delivered through 
supporting plans, to ensure that there are no adverse impacts on the environment. 

 
Table 10: Summary of Stage 2 Assessment of the Local Outcomes and Priority 
Actions 
 

Delivery 
Plan 

Local Outcome Priority Actions Summary of Impact 

Economy 
and Skills 

Local economic activity 

increased 

 

Grow the business base in 
East Ayrshire. 

Significant Negative Impact 
expected but further 
information needed to confirm 
the nature of the impact 

 Accelerate the pace of 
infrastructure 
improvements and 
maximise the benefit of 

The improvement of 
infrastructure is likely to have 
significant positive and 
negative environmental 

Delivery Plan Strategic  Priorities Summary of Impact 
Economy and 
Skills 
 

Make East Ayrshire a destination of 
choice for business growth and 
investment  

At this level of assessment, it is difficult to predict 
what the exact significant impacts are likely to be. 
That being said, there are likely to be significant 
positive and/or negative impacts on all the 
receptors.   Supporting plans, such as the Local 
Development Plan, Local Transport Strategy etc, 
should include policies or proposals that protect 
the environment against adverse environmental 
impacts. 

 Embed ambition, aspiration and 
entrepreneurship in our culture 

At this level of assessment, it is difficult to predict 
what the exact significant impacts are likely to be. 
That being said, there are likely to be significant 
positive and/or negative impacts on all the 
receptors. Supporting  plans, such as the Local 
Development Plan, Local Transport Strategy etc, 
should include policies or proposals that protect 
the environment against adverse environmental 
impacts. 
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Delivery 
Plan 

Local Outcome Priority Actions Summary of Impact 

existing resources impacts but further information 
is needed to confirm the 
nature of the impact 

 Improve the vibrancy of our 
town centres 

The development and 
promotion of our town centres 
is likely to have significant 
positive and negative 
environmental impacts. 

Skills, qualifications and 

employability improved for 

all learners 

Increase innovation and 
entrepreneurship 

An increase in innovation and 
entrepreneurship is likely to 
have a significant positive and 
negative environmental 
impact but further information 
is needed to confirm the 
nature of the impact 

 

 Assessment Difficulties 
 
75. Although it was easier to predict the likelihood of significant positive and/or negative 

impacts, it was still not possible to evaluate what these impacts would be as the 
majority are dependent on location, or what the actual proposals would entail. Again 
further information would be required to accurately predict the impact and in some 
instances the assessment had to be deferred to a supporting plan. 

 
 Cumulative and Synergistic Impact Assessment 
 
76. The Stage 2 assessments also assessed the strategic priorities, local outcomes and 

priority actions for cumulative impacts. A summary of these results are provided below 
as well as an overall conclusion on the cumulative and synergistic impacts that the 
implementation of the Economy and Skills Delivery Plan will have on the environment. 

 
 

Delivery 
Plan 

Strategic Objective Summary of 
Cumulative and 
Synergistic Impact 

Economy 
and Skills 
 

Make East Ayrshire a destination of choice for business growth 
and investment. 
 

It is anticipated that there will 
be both significant positive 
and negative impacts 

Action Plan Local Outcome Priority Actions Summary of Cumulative and 
Synergistic Impact 

Economy 
and Skills 
 

Local economic activity 
increased 

Grow the business base in 
East Ayrshire 

Unknown 

Accelerate the pace of 
infrastructure improvements 
and maximise the benefit of 
existing resource 

Unknown 

Improve the vibrancy of our 
town centres 

Unknown 

Skills and economy improved 
 

Increase innovation and 
entrepreneurship 
 

Unknown 

 

Overall Cumulative and Synergistic Impacts Significant Positive and 
Negative Impacts 

 

Assessment Difficulties 
 
77. Assessing cumulative and synergistic impacts at a high level of assessment is difficult 

as it is not possible to accurately predict the exact nature of the impacts without 
further details that supporting Plans, Policies and Strategies will contain. The 
assessment could predict if there would be cumulative and synergistic impacts and if 
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these were likely to be positive and/or negative. However, the assessment also 
recognised that it was better to defer some of the assessments to supporting plans.  

 
 GAP ANALYSIS AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
78. Reflecting upon the SEA Objectives and sub-criteria/questions set out in table 5 

above, it is appreciated that the proposed Community Plan does not cover all of the 
SEA objectives for each environmental receptor scoped into the assessment. As the 
Sovereign Planning Document for the East Ayrshire area, it is accepted that such a 
high level strategic planning document could not be expected to include the level of 
detail that is required to meet the objectives outlined for each environmental receptor. 
Detail of this nature will rightly be included in Community Planning Partners’ specific 
Plans Policies and Strategies relating to these matters. 

 
79. The Community Plan, in its current draft, remains predominantly silent on 

environmental issues. As a sovereign planning document and the Council’s Corporate 
Plan, it is suggested that the Community Plan would be greatly enhanced by the 
inclusion of a high level message that endorses the Partnership’s commitment to 
address the wide range of environmental issues scoped into this assessment.  This 
would provide a direct link between complementary Plans Policies and Strategies in 
place to address environmental issues and the Community Plan and would strengthen 
the overall commitment of Partners to mainstream environmental issues and ensure 
that environmental considerations are placed at the forefront of future strategy and 
policy development.   

 
80.  Accordingly, it is proposed that the undernoted wording be included within the final 

version of the new Community Plan: 
 
 ‘The East Ayrshire Community Planning Partnership is committed to protecting and 

improving the quality of our natural and physical environment. We have an area that is 
rich in natural beauty and wildlife habitats with a number of areas designated for their 
importance. Our Towns are places of historic significance with a proud industrial 
heritage and these characteristics drive us to ensure that we preserve what is best 
about our area for future generations. We achieve this through a range of policies and 
strategies designed to guide future developments to ensure that they are 
complementary to our existing natural and physical assets. The Council’s Local 
Development Plan provides the strategic framework for the consideration and 
determination of development proposals and its Sustainability Strategy, Biodiversity 
Plan and Climate Change Declaration all contribute to our commitment to ensuring 
that our natural environment is protected, enhanced and remains accessible.’ 

  
MITIGATION  

 
81. From the Stage 2 assessment of Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority 

Actions, it became apparent that due to the lack of detailed information on the nature 
of the activity that would be undertaken in support of these objectives, that it would be 
difficult to accurately predict the significant impacts, and that accordingly, 
precautionary mitigation measures would be required. The mitigation measures 
suggest that supporting PPS’s need to provide mitigation measures and what these 
entail. These are given against each receptor where significant impacts are likely or 
where a precautionary principle has been applied. Full details of the mitigation 
measures required are provided in Appendix E.   
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MONITORING  
 
82.  As the Community Plan’s Strategic Priorities, Local Outcomes and Priority Actions are 

likely to have significant environmental impacts, then these required to be monitored, 
especially if the impacts cannot be accurately predicted to ensure that adverse and 
unforeseen impacts do not arise or can be easily identified and remedied. The 
Monitoring Measures will also be applied to the Shared Principles and the other 
Delivery Plans to ensure that significant unforeseen impacts do not occur. Where the 
assessment of impacts have been deferred to supporting Policies, Plans and 
Strategies for assessment, the monitoring measures from these Policies, Plans and 
Strategies will be fed into the monitoring of the Community Plan for completeness and 
also to identify if further mitigation measures may be required within the hierarchy. 
The draft Monitoring Measures are provided below. 

 

Table 11: Draft Monitoring Measures 
Environmental Issues to be 
Monitored 

Objective of Monitoring Target 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on the natural 
heritage designations within East 
Ayrshire 

Enhancement of biodiversity across East 
Ayrshire 
 
No irreversible losses of designated sites 
or protected species within East Ayrshire 

Population To monitor the impacts of 
permanent population increases 
and increases of day visitors to 
East Ayrshire 

Settlements in East Ayrshire are able to 
accommodate increases in population in 
terms of the resources and impacts on the 
natural environment.  

Human Health To monitor the impact of the 
Action Plan on SIMD figures and 
Hospital Admission Figures and 
to note any increases/decreases 
in the baseline data 

Reduction in the hospital admission rates 
in East Ayrshire as a result of 
environmental factors 

Soil  To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on soil 
resources within East Ayrshire 

No loss of prime quality agricultural land 
or 
other soil resources in East Ayrshire; 
 
No significant change or loss to the 
percentage of rural land. 

Water To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on the water 
environment within East Ayrshire 

No degradation of water quality; 
 
No increase in the risk of flooding within 
East Ayrshire settlements 

Air To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on air quality 
within East Ayrshire 

No increase in pollutants into the 
atmosphere. 
 

Climatic Factors To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on climate 
change within East Ayrshire 

Climate change reduction in line with 
Scottish Government Policy 
 
Reduction in the carbon emissions into the 
atmosphere. 

Material Assets To monitor the impact on areas 
of protected open space 
 
To monitor the impact on paths 
and cycle routes throughout East 
Ayrshire 

All developments are located close to 
existing public transport hubs, path and 
cycle networks and areas of open space. 
 
No loss of protected open space, playing 
fields and other important recreational 
open space within East Ayrshire 

Cultural Heritage To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on cultural 
heritage within East Ayrshire 

All cultural heritage resources are 
protected within East Ayrshire 

Landscape and Geology To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on landscape 
and geology within East Ayrshire 

The landscape and geological resources 
of East Ayrshire are protected and their 
setting preserved. 

Waste and Energy To monitor the impact of the 
Community Plan on waste and 
energy consumption within East 
Ayrshire 

Targets for landfill diversion and recycling 
met and improved upon. 
The use of measures to reduce carbon 
emissions and promote the use of 
renewable energy promoted  
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CONSULTATION 
 
83. It is proposed that an appropriate consultation period of 6 weeks, from Thursday 22 

January 2014 until Thursday 5 March 2014, will be set aside for interested parties to 
make representations on both the Community Plan and the environmental report. Any 
comments/observations received in respect of the environmental report will be taken 
into account before the Community Plan is finalised and approved by the Community 
Planning Partnership Board and the Council. 
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APPENDIX A: MAP OF EAST AYRSHIRE 
 



Appendix B: Initial List of the Main Plans, Programmes and Strategies to Inform the Development of the Community Plan 

Plan, Programme or Strategy Main/Key Issues of the Document Implications for the Community Plan 

International  
The Kyoto Protocol 1997 The Kyoto Protocol aims to limit, as well as, reduce emissions 

of greenhouse gases. The Protocol places a limit on 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions with a view to 
reduce overall emissions by a minimum of 5% and ideally 
below 8% by 2012, when the commitment period expires. 

Community Planning Partners have a role in contributing 
to these objectives through integrating and promoting 
sustainable transport networks within the context of land 
use planning in order to help reduce emissions into the 
atmosphere.    

The Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development  

The 1992 deceleration set the founding principles on 
sustainable development that were adopted by the 
international community. 

Community Planning Partners have a duty to contribute 
to sustainable development. 

The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable 
Development  

The 2002 declaration built upon the principles established 
through the Rio Declaration and further developed principles 
of sustainable development and sought international 
commitment to these Sustainable Development Principles. 

Community Planning Partners have a duty to contribute 
to sustainable development. 

European  
EU Habitats Directive The Directive requires the protection of species and habitats 

listed in the Annex’s to the Directive by the identification and 
classification of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s).   

Community Planning Partners are required to protect 
SPAs from loss or damage by development.  

EU Water Framework Directive The Directive is a broad strategy for the management of water 
and includes a requirement for all EU Member States to 
ensure that they achieve good ecological status for all surface 
and ground water by 2015 and to limit the quantity of 
groundwater extraction in order to protect ecology. The 
Directive requires the production of River Basin Management 
plans as key way of achieving the aims of the Directive.  

Community Planning Partners should seek to ensure 
that there is no degradation of water bodies, no adverse 
impacts on the water environment and should support 
sustainable water management practices. 

EU Birds Directive The Directive relates to all naturally occurring birds in the wild 
within the European Union and addresses the protection - 
through the identification and classification of Special Areas 
for Conservation (SAC’s) - management and control of these 
species and identifies rules for their exploitation. The 
provisions apply to birds, their eggs, nests and habitats. 

Community Planning Partners are required to protect 
SACs from loss or damage by development. 

EU Landfill Directive The Directive sets a reduction of target of 75% of the 1995 
levels and 35% of the 1995 levels of waste sent to landfill by 
2013 and 2020 respectively. 

Community Planning Partners should seek to contribute 
to the targets set by the Directive in the context of land 
use planning. 

European Climate Change Programme The 2020 climate and energy package, known as the "20-20-
20" targets, set three key objectives for 2020: 
•A 20% reduction in EU greenhouse gas emissions from 1990 
levels; 
•Raising the share of EU energy consumption produced from 
renewable resources to 20%; 
•A 20% improvement in the EU's energy efficiency. 

Community Planning Partners should commit/contribute 
to the overall reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
through integrating and promoting sustainable transport 
networks within the context of land use planning in order 
to help reduce emissions into the atmosphere. The CPP 
should also promote renewable energy and energy 
efficiency. 
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Plan, Programme or Strategy Main/Key Issues of the Document Implications for the Community Plan 

National Legislation, Plans Policies and Strategies 

Choosing our Future: Scotland’s Sustainable 
Development Strategy  

This document supports the UK Sustainable Development 
Strategy and focus on Scotland’s efforts and policies.  
 

Community Planning Partners should incorporate a 
commitment to sustainable development as far as is 
reasonably possible. 

Zero Waste Plan The Zero Waste Plan is intended to create a stable framework 
that will provide confidence for the investment necessary to 
deliver a zero waste Scotland over the next 10 years. It does 
this by setting out a Mission and Vision for the long term. 
Within that context the Plan sets strategic directions in the key 
areas of activity for the medium term up to 5 years, with 
specific actions setting out immediate priorities. The Zero 
Waste Plan sets out the following targets: 
 

 Target of 70% recycling and maximum 5% to landfill by 
2025 for all Scotland’s waste; 

 Landfill bans for specific waste types; 

 Source segregation and separate collection of specific 
waste types; and 

 Restrictions on inputs to energy from waste facilities.  
 

Community Planning Partners activity should contribute 
to the targets set by the Zero Waste Plan in the context 
of land use planning. 

Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 The Act places a duty on public bodies in relation to 
conservation of biodiversity and increases protection for 
SSSI’s. 

Community Planning Partners activity should seek to 
protect biodiversity in accordance with the Act including 
avoidance of adverse impacts on sites, habitats and 
species of value as defined within the Scottish 
Biodiversity Strategy and associated priority lists.  
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Plan, Programme or Strategy Main/Key Issues of the Document Implications for the Community Plan 

Water Environment and Water Services 
(Scotland) Act 2003 

The Act sets out the arrangements for the protection of the 
water environment. The aim of the Act is to protect and 
improve the ecological status of the water environment whilst 
also protecting the social and economic interests of those who 
depend on the water environment. 
 

Community Planning Partners must take account of the 
potential effect of the implementation of the Community 
Plan on the ecological status of the water environment.   

Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 The Act more sustainable and modern approach to flood risk 
management, suited to the needs of the 21st century and to 
the impact of climate change. The Act will also create a more 
joined up and coordinated process to manage flood risk at a 
national and local level. Specific measures within the Flood 
Risk Management (Scotland) Act 2009 include: 
 

 a framework for coordination and cooperation between all 
organisations involved in flood risk management; 

 assessment of flood risk and preparation of flood risk 
management plans;  

 new responsibilities for SEPA, Scottish Water and local 
authorities in relation to flood risk management;  

 a revised, streamlined process for flood protection 
schemes;  

 new methods to enable stakeholders and the public to 
contribute to managing flood risk, and;  

 a single enforcement authority for the safe operation of 
Scotland's reservoirs. 

 

Community Planning Partners must take account of the 
provisions of the Act, in particular the assessment of 
flood risk and the preparation of flood risk management 
plans. 
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Plan, Programme or Strategy Main/Key Issues of the Document Implications for the Community Plan 

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP 2014) Scottish Planning Policy is a statement of Scottish 
Government policy on how nationally important land use 

planning matters should be addressed across the country.  It 
sets out national planning policies which reflect Scottish 
Ministers’ priorities for operation of the planning system and 
for the development and use of land. The SPP promotes 
consistency in the application of policy across Scotland whilst 
allowing sufficient flexibility to reflect local circumstances. It 
directly relates to: 

 the preparation of development plans; 

 the design of development, from initial concept through to 
delivery; and 

 the determination of planning applications and appeals. 

Community Planning Partners should take account of 
the SPP the core principles and Scottish Government’s 
policy to achieve sustainable economic growth as well 
as the thematic policy topics. 

UK Biodiversity Action Plan The Action Plan develops national strategies for the 
conservation of habitats and species in the UK. It includes 
action plans for the conservation of 391 species. 

Community Planning Partners should seek to support 
targets identified in the UK Action Plan for species and 
habitats that the MIR/PLDP is likely to affect. 

Scottish Biodiversity: It’s in Your Hands – A 
Strategy for the Conservation and 
Enhancement of biodiversity in Scotland 
(2005) 

The Strategy aims to promote a sense of responsibility and 
stewardship over Scotland’s biodiversity and aims to be a 
world leader in the field by 2030. The Strategy also 
emphasises the importance for land use planners of 
considering biodiversity and to incorporate this into design of 
new developments. 

Community Planning Partners should support the 
conservation of biodiversity and encourage biodiversity 
to be incorporated into new design. 

Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 The Act establishes rights of way across land and gives 
communities the rights to buy lands. It also requires 
Authorities to draw up and adopt a set of Core Paths in their 
areas. 

Community Planning Partners should reflect and protect 
the Core Paths as identified in the East Ayrshire Core 
Path Plan and help to improve access to these routes. 
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Plan, Programme or Strategy Main/Key Issues of the Document Implications for the Community Plan 

The Scottish Soil Framework (2009) The Framework’s main aim is to promote the sustainable 
management and protection of soils consistent with the 
economic, social and environmental needs of Scotland.   

Community Planning Partners should ensure that any 
development in the area does not degrade the soil 
quality of the area and is sensitively sited and designed 
in accordance with the framework. 

The Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 

The Act details the approach to be taken by planning for listed 
buildings, conservation areas, and gardens and designed 
landscapes. 

Community Planning Partners should ensure that listed 
buildings, conservation areas, and gardens and 
designed landscapes and their settings are protected 
and not adversely impacted by new development. 

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Act 
1979  

The Act gives legal protection to scheduled monuments and 
important archaeological areas.  

Community Planning Partners should ensure that 
scheduled monuments and archaeological areas are 
protected and not adversely affected by new 
development. 

Scottish Historic Environment Policy The Scottish Historic Environment Policy (SHEP) document 
sets out Scottish Minister policies for the historic environment 
provides greater policy direction for Historic Scotland and 
provides a framework that informs the day-to-day work of a 
range of organisations that have a role and interest in 
managing the historic environment. 

Community Planning Partners should take account of 
the policies within the document. 

Scotland’s National Transport Strategy (2006) The Strategy aims to improve journey times and connections; 
reduce emissions and improve the quality, accessibility and 
affordability of public transport. The Strategy also aims to 
promote economic growth, in particular, the regeneration of 
certain areas by an integrated transport strategy. 

Community Planning Partners should require, where 
possible, that new development is suitably located and 
designed to aid accessibility to public transport.  

The Scottish Government’s Economic 
Strategy 2011 

The Scottish Government’s Economic Strategy identifies the 
six strategic priorities which will accelerate recovery, drive 
sustainable economic growth and develop a more resilient and 
adaptable economy. 

Community Planning Partners should reflect the 
strategic Objectives of this strategy. 
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Plan, Programme or Strategy Main/Key Issues of the Document Implications for the Community Plan 

Regional Plans  

Ayrshire Joint Structure Plan: Growing a 
Sustainable Ayrshire 

The AJSP provides the strategic planning context for the 
adopted East Ayrshire Local Plan. 

Community Planning Partners should, where 
appropriate, acknowledge the strategic policies and the 
environmental objectives set out in the Structure Plan  

A Catalyst for Change: the Regional Transport 
Strategy for the West of Scotland 2008-2021. 

The strategy aims for a world class sustainable transport 
system that acts as a catalyst for an improved quality of life for 
all. The objectives of the strategy include improving safety and 
security, promoting and facilitating access for all and to protect 
the environment by minimising emissions and consumption of 
resources and energy by the transport system.   

Community Planning Partners should aim to minimise 
transport related emissions and the consumption of 
energy and resources. 

Ayrshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan: The 
Conservation and Enhancement of Ayrshire’s 
Biodiversity. 

The Action Plan clearly identifies priority habitats and species 
which require attention. Furthermore, it sets out what specific 
actions are required; who should lead such action and 
determines the timetable action should follow. The aims of the 
Action Plan are to: 
 
 safeguard against reduction of priority species 

populations;  
 safeguard against net loss of area or quality of key 

habitats in Ayrshire;  
 identify and record location and extent of key species and 

habitats in Ayrshire;  
 set and pursue targets for the extension and enhanced 

management of priority species and habitats in Ayrshire;  
 raise awareness of biodiversity generally and encourage 

involvement across all sectors of the 
community; and  

 set up adequate monitoring systems so progress of the 
plan can be measured.  

 

Community Planning Partners should seek to safeguard 
priority species and habitats and ensure management of 
priority species and habitats. 
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Plan, Programme or Strategy Main/Key Issues of the Document Implications for the Community Plan 

Ayrshire and Arran Woodland Strategy The strategy seeks to guide the development and 
management of woodland to support the local economy, 
contribute to community well-being and promote 
environmental excellence. The Strategy aims to: 
 

 safeguard and enhance areas of native and semi-natural 
woodland and promote development of wildlife corridors; 

 safeguard and enhance policy woodlands; 

 Landscape renewal and enhancement; and 

 promote community woodlands 

Community Planning Partners should seek to protect 
woodland and promote community woodlands in line 
with the strategy. 

Ayrshire Landscape Assessment The assessment provides information about landscape 
character for use by planning authorities in the preparation 
and review of their development plans and in the scoping and 
production of environmental assessments. 

Community Planning Partners should seek to protect the 
landscape character types within East Ayrshire.   
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Appendix C: Consultation Authority Responses Received in Response to Consultation on the Scoping Report and the Council’s 
Observations and Recommended Course of Action 

 
 
List of Respondents 
 

 
Name and Address of Respondent 

 

 
Representation  

Scottish Environment Protection Agency, per Lorna Maclean, Acting Planning Unit Manager (SW) 
Planning Service, 6 Parklands Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, North Lanarkshire, ML1 4WQ  
 

SEA 001 

Historic Scotland, per Andrew Stevenson, Senior Heritage Management Officer, Longmore House, Salisbury Place, 
Edinburgh, EH9 1SH 
 

SEA 002 

Scottish Natural Heritage, per Kerry Wallace, Operations Manager, Russell House, King Street, AYR, KA8 0BF  
 

SEA 003 
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Rep. No 

 

 
Synopsis of Issue Raised 

 
Observations and Recommended Course of Action 

 

SEA 001 Scottish Environment Protection Agency, per Lorna Maclean, Acting Planning Unit 
Manager (SW) Planning Service, Parklands Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, North 
Lanarkshire, ML1 4WQ 

 
Thank you for your Scoping consultation submitted under the above Act in respect of the 
East Ayrshire Community Plan. This was received by SEPA via the Scottish Government 
SEA Gateway on 16 October 2014. 
 
As required under Section 15(2) of the Act, we have considered the document submitted 
and comment as follows in respect of the scope and level of detail to be included in the 
Environmental Report (ER).  
 
The Scottish Government SEA Guidance 
(www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/08/3355) provides guidance to Responsible 
Authorities about the type of information that is expected to be provided at each SEA 
stage; we have also produced standing advice for Responsible Authorities for SEA 
scoping which is available at www.sepa.org.uk/planning. We have used this guidance to 
inform our detailed scoping response which is attached as Annex 1. 
 
On completion, the Environmental Report and the plan to which it relates should be 
submitted to the Scottish Government SEA Gateway (sea.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk) 
which will forward it to the Consultation Authorities.  

 
Should you wish to discuss this scoping consultation, please do not hesitate to contact 
me on 01698 839 000 or via our SEA Gateway at sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk  
 
Detailed Scoping Response 
 

Generally, the scoping report provides clear and detailed information on the proposed 
scope and level of detail of the assessment and covers most of the aspects that we 
would wish to see addressed at this stage. Subject to the comments below, we are 
generally content with the scope and level of detail proposed for the ER.  
 
Alternatives 

We note that alternatives are still being considered.  Any reasonable alternatives 
identified during the preparation of the plan should be assessed as part of the SEA 
process and the findings of the assessment should inform the choice of the preferred 
option. This should be documented in the ER. 

Scoping in/out of SEA Objectives 

We are satisfied with the scope and level of detail proposed for the assessment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
This guidance is welcomed and has been considered throughout the SEA 
process for the Community Plan. 
 
 
 
 
This requirement will be met. 
 
 
 
The offer of assistance is welcomed and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are duly noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment on the assessment of alternatives is included within the 
Environmental Report.  
 
 
 
 
 
Noted 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2013/08/3355
http://www.sepa.org.uk/planning.aspx
mailto:sea.gateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:sea.gateway@sepa.org.uk
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Rep. No 

 

 
Synopsis of Issue Raised 

 
Observations and Recommended Course of Action 

 
Assessment Methodology 

It is proposed that the assessment is undertaken using a set of SEA objectives 
supported by assessment questions. We support the use of SEA objectives as 
assessment tools as they allow a systematic, rigorous and consistent framework with 
which to assess environmental effects.   

Mitigation and monitoring 
 

We note that mitigation and enhancement measures will be proposed in the ER and will 
follow the mitigation hierarchy (avoid, reduce, remedy or compensate). We consider that 
mitigation is a crucial part of SEA in that it offers an opportunity to not only address 
potential adverse effects of a plan, but also to make a plan even more positive than it 
already may be.  

It is noted that it is intended to create a set of indicators to measure the impacts that the 
Community Plan may have on the environment during its implementation. The chosen 
indicators may need to be targeted to monitor the potential environmental effects likely to 
result from the proposals in the plan identified through the assessment process, and as 
far as possible should establish a clear link between implementation of the plan and the 
identified effects to the environment.  Wherever possible and appropriate, existing 
monitoring frameworks and indicators can be used effectively to meet the SEA 
monitoring requirements.  
 

Next steps 

We are satisfied with the proposal for a 6 week consultation period for the ER. 

 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are duly noted and appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are duly noted and appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are welcomed and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are welcomed and appreciated.  

SEA 002 Historic Scotland, per Andrew Stevenson, Senior Heritage Management Officer, 
Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH 
 

Thank you for consulting Historic Scotland on the scoping report for the environmental 
assessment of East Ayrshire Council’s Community Plan, which was received by the 
Scottish Government’s SEA Gateway on 17 November 2014. 
 
I have reviewed the scoping report on behalf of Historic Scotland in its role as a 
Consultation Authority under the above Act (section 15). This letter contains the views of 
Historic Scotland on the scope and level of detail of the information to be included in the 
Environmental Report (part 1), and the duration of the proposed consultation period (part 
2). Please note that our view is based on our main area of interest for the historic 
environment. 
 

 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
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Rep. No 

 

 
Synopsis of Issue Raised 

 
Observations and Recommended Course of Action 

1. Scope of assessment and level of detail 
 

1.1   As you will be aware, in our response at the screening stage (dated 27 August 
2014) we were content to agree that significant effects on the historic environment 
were likely as a result of the strategy review. Subsequently I note that the historic 
environment has been scoped into the assessment. I can confirm that I am content 
to agree with this approach and offer further detail on the content of the scoping 
report in the annex of this response. 

 
2. Consultation period for the Environmental Report 

 
2.1   I can confirm that I am content to agree with the minimum of a 6 week period of 

consultation on the environmental report as stated within the scoping report. 
 

We hope these comments are of use. Should you wish to discuss any issue raised 
in this response please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Annex 

 

Baseline Data 

I welcome the baseline data presented in this section. However, it should be noted 

that East Ayrshire also has one Inventory Battlefield site (Loudon Hill) and this 

should be added to the historic environment baseline. Further details on this site 

can be found at http://data.historic- 

scotland.gov.uk/pls/htmldb/f?p=2500:15:0::::BATTLEFIELD:loudonhill 
 

Existing Environmental Issues and Problems 

The recognition of the challenges facing town centres is particularly welcomed here. 

 

Scoping of Issues to be considered in the Assessment 

I welcome the sensible approach taken here regarding the scope of the 

assessment. In particular, the approach of scoping the priority themes against 

the environmental receptors would aid in focusing the assessment on the areas 

where environmental effects are most likely. 

 

Assessment  Methodology 

I note that a two stage assessment is proposed. The first stage of assessment 

would constitute a higher level sifting of environmental topics against of the 

strategic priorites, local outcomes and delivery plans with identified significant 

environmental effects taken on to the second stage of assessment. This second 

stage will consider the identified effects in more detail, as well as providing 

information on mitigation and monitoring of these effects. I can confirm that I am 

content with the approach outlined. 

 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are welcomed and appreciated. 
 
 
The offer of assistance is welcomed and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference to the Battlefield site at Loudoun Hill is now included within the  
Baseline data. 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://data.historic-/
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Rep. No 

 

 
Synopsis of Issue Raised 

 
Observations and Recommended Course of Action 

 

SEA Objectives and Sub-Criteria/Questions 

I welcome the inclusion of the objectives and questions relating to the historic 

environment and consider them appropriate for a detailed testing of the 

various actions of the Community Plan. 

 

 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 

SEA 003 Scottish Natural Heritage, per Kerry Wallace, Operations Manager, Russell House, 

King Street, AYR, KA8 0BF  
 

I refer to your scoping report submitted on 16th October 2014 to the Scottish 
Government SEA Gateway in respect of the above plan. In our role as a Consultation 
Authority, in accordance with Section 15(2) of the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) 
Act 2005, we have reviewed the above report. Our comments on the scope and level of 
detail to be included in the Environmental Report and on the duration of the proposed 
consultation period are set out below. 
 
Scope of assessment and level of detail 

 
Subject to the specific comments set out in the annex to this letter, SNH is content with 
the scope and level of detail proposed for the Environmental Report. 
 
Proposed period for Consultation 
 

SNH notes that a period of 6 weeks is proposed for consultation on the Environmental 
Report and is content with this proposed period.  I hope that these points are of 
assistance to you. Please note that this response is in the context of the Environmental 
Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 and our role as a Consultation Authority. We 
understand that we will be separately consulted on our views on the Environmental 
Report and on the Strategy. 
 
Should you wish to discuss this scoping response, please do not hesitate to contact 
Jimmy Hyslop on 0141 951 0816 or via SNH’s SEA Gateway  
 at sea.gateway@snh.gov.uk. 
Annex 

  
SEA Objectives  

 
To be effective, SEA Objectives should be SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 
Relevant and Timebound) so that it is easier to gauge impacts and progress. Currently 
these read more like Aims.  
 
We recommend altering the wording on  

 Page 9 Climate “The Community Plan should seek to protect woodland, soil and 
carbon-rich soils and, where possible, enhance them and also contribute to the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are noted and further consultation will be 
held with SNH on the Environment Report 
 
 
 
 
The offer of assistance is welcomed and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
The comments of the respondent are duly noted. The SEA objectives reflect 
the fact that the Community Plan is the high level overarching Strategic Plan 
of the Council and its Community Planning Partners. SMART monitoring 
measures for each of the environmental issues are included within the 
Environmental Report.  
 
The comments of the respondent have been duly noted and incorporated in 
the Environmental Report. 

mailto:sea.gateway@snh.gov.uk
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Rep. No 

 

 
Synopsis of Issue Raised 

 
Observations and Recommended Course of Action 

Scottish Governments targets on re-afforestation.”  

 Page 9 Soils “The Community Plan should seek to protect carbon-rich soils and 
where possible seek to enhance these.”  

 
This wording should also be used in Table 5.  
 
 
Page 16 “Evolution of the Environment in the Absence of the East Ayrshire Community 
Plan” - The three paragraphs following this do not relate to the title of this section.  
 
Page 29 Appendix 2  
Scottish Planning Policy has been summarised concisely but, as you are aware, the 
wider policy framework including the National Planning Framework should be taken into 
account in decision making. The National Planning Framework 3 includes the Central 
Scotland Green Network as a national development. CSGN will comprise a strategic 
network of woodland and other habitats, active travel routes, greenspace links, 
watercourses and waterways, providing an enhanced setting for development and other 
land uses and improved opportunities for outdoor recreation and cultural activity, which 
are relevant to this plan.  
 
There seem to be no plans or strategies dealing only with East Ayrshire in this list. Given 
the scope and aspiration of the Community Plan, three further plans/strategies should be 
included:  

 East Ayrshire Local Development Plan  

 East Ayrshire Open Space Strategy  

 East Ayrshire Core Path Plan  
 

 
The comments of the respondent have been duly noted and incorporated in 
the Environmental Report. 
 
The comments of the respondent have been duly noted and incorporated in 
the Environmental Report. 
 
The wording of these paragraphs has been revised to ensure a clearer fit 
with the title of this section.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The respondents comments are noted, however, the Community Plan’s 
status as the Council’s sovereign planning document needs to be 
recognised. As such, the Community Plan sets the framework for and 
influences the development of all plans that sit under it. As a consequence, 
it would be inappropriate for supporting Council plans such as those referred 
to by the respondent to inform the Community Plan.  
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Appendix D: Stage 1 Assessment of the Shared Principles of the East Ayrshire Community Plan 
 

Shared Principle: Promote equality and tackle inequality 
 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features As the Shared Principle is concerned with providing the residents of East 
Ayrshire will equality of opportunity, there will potentially be some impacts 
on natural features from measures undertaken to achieve the Shared 
Principle. The underpinning strategic priorities, local outcomes and priority 
actions contained within each of the delivery plans that support this 
Shared Principle, may have more defined and clearer impacts than are 
apparent at this level. 

The Shared Principle alone is not likely to have a 
significant impact on the environment. It is not 
clear what cumulative or synergistic impacts it 
would have on the environment and, therefore, it 
may be that the strategic Priorities and/or local 
outcomes that implement the Shared Principle 
may have more profound environmental impacts 
either on their own, or cumulatively or 
synergistically. Therefore it is appropriate to defer 
the assessment to the delivery plans in this 
regard. 

Natural Resources As above. As above. 

Historic Environment As above. As above. 

Social Environment It is considered that the Shared Principle is not likely to have 
environmental impacts on health, population and material assets. 

The Shared Principle of the Community Plan will 
not have any significant impacts, either on its 
own, or cumulatively or synergistically in this 
regard. 

Waste and Energy  It is considered that the Shared Principle is not likely to have 
environmental impacts on waste and energy consumption. 

The Shared Principle of the Community Plan will 
not have any significant impacts, either on its 
own, or cumulatively or synergistically in this 
regard. 
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Shared Principle:  Prioritise early intervention and prevention 

 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features This is an underpinning principle guiding the focus of the delivery of 
services that the Community Planning Partners deliver. There are unlikely 
to be environmental impacts in this regard. 

There are unlikely to be any significant impacts as 
a result of this Shared Principle. 

Natural Resources As above. As above. 

Historic Environment As above. As above. 

Social Environment As above. As above. 

Waste and Energy  As above. As above. 

 
Shared Principle:  Ensure effective community engagement in the planning an delivery of local services  

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features The Shared Principle is not likely to have any environmental impacts on 
its own as it is aimed at increasing community engagement in the 
planning and development of local services.  

The Shared Principle is not likely to have 
significant environmental impacts either on its 
own or cumulatively or synergistically as it is 
purely a procedural principle. 

Natural Resources As above As above 

Historic Environment As above As above 

Social Environment As above As above 

Waste and Energy  As above As above 

 
 

Shared Principle:  Utilise the strengths and resilience within communities 
 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features The Shared Principle is not likely to have any environmental impacts on 
its own as it is aimed at encouraging local people and communities to use 
their local knowledge and skills to contribute towards the achievement of 

The Shared Principle is not likely to have 
significant environmental impacts either on its 
own or cumulatively or synergistically as it simply 
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the strategic priorities set out in the Community Plan.  aims to encourage greater community 
participation in public life.  

Natural Resources As above As above 

Historic Environment As above As above 

Social Environment As above As above 

Waste and Energy  As above As above 

 
 

Shared Principle:  Strengthen joint working and service integration 
 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features The Shared Principle is not likely to have any environmental impacts on 
its own as it is supports the Community planning process by encouraging 
better joint working and service integration.  

There are unlikely to be any significant impacts as 
a result of this Shared Principle. 

Natural Resources As above As above 

Historic Environment As above As above 

Social Environment As above As above 

Waste and Energy  As above As above 

 
 

Shared Principle: Drive efficiency and performance improvement 
 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features This is an underpinning principle aimed at ensuring continuous 
improvement and delivering best value across the services that the 
Community Planning Partners deliver. There are unlikely to be 
environmental impacts in this regard. 

There are unlikely to be any significant impacts as 
a result of this Shared Principle. 

Natural Resources As above. As above. 

Historic Environment As above. As above. 

Social Environment As above. As above. 

Waste and Energy  As above. As above. 
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Shared Principle: Promote lifelong learning 
 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features This is an underpinning principle promoting lifelong learning, improving 
literacy and numeracy skills and enhancing community capacity. There 
are unlikely to be environmental impacts in this regard. 

There are unlikely to be any significant impacts as 
a result of this Shared Principle. 

Natural Resources As above. As above. 

Historic Environment As above. As above. 

Social Environment As above. As above. 

Waste and Energy  As above. As above. 



 

60 

Stage 1 Assessment of the Strategic Priorities of the East Ayrshire Community Plan 

  

Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Strategic Objective: Make East Ayrshire a destination of choice for business growth and 
investment 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic objective on biodiversity, flora, fauna and climate. 

The strategic objective is likely to have significant 
impacts on its own and cumulatively and 
synergistically. The strategic priority is therefore 
required to undergo a Stage 2 detailed 
assessments. 

Natural Resources There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on soil, air and water. 

As above. 

Historic Environment There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on the historic environment 

As above. 

Social Environment There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on health, population and material assets. 

As above. 

Waste and Energy  There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on waste and energy. 

As above. 

 

 

Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Strategic Objective: Develop a confident, successful, appropriately qualified and skilled 
workforce 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features There is unlikely to be any environmental impact as a result of this 
strategic priority as it is purely focused on improving the education and 
skills of young people and the wider local workforce. 

The priority will not lead to significant 
environmental impacts on its own, or cumulatively 
or synergistically, as the priority is focused on 
improving skills, qualifications and employability. 

Natural Resources As above. As above. 

Historic Environment As above. As above. 

Social Environment As above. As above. 

Waste and Energy  As above. As above. 
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Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Strategic Objective • Embed ambition, aspiration and entrepreneurship in our culture 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of this strategic objective on biodiversity, flora, fauna and climate. 

The strategic objective is likely to have significant 
impacts on its own and cumulatively and 
synergistically. The strategic priority is therefore 
required to undergo a Stage 2 detailed 
assessments. 

Natural Resources There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on soil, air and water. 

As above. 

Historic Environment There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on the historic environment 

As above. 

Social Environment There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on health, population and material assets. 

As above. 

Waste and Energy  There are likely to be both positive and negative environmental impacts as 
a result of the strategic priority on waste and energy. 

As above. 

 
Stage 1 Assessment of the Local Outcomes (including priority actions) of the East Ayrshire Community Plan 

 
Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 1:  Local economic activity increased  

Priority Action  1.1 : Grow the business base in East Ayrshire 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 

cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) why? 

Natural Features There are likely to be significant environmental impacts as a result of this 
local outcome and priority action.  It is likely that these will be positive and 
negative impacts dependent on location and the nature of the business 
growth i.e. is it a physical extension to an existing building etc 
 

There are likely to be significant environmental 
impacts as a result of this local outcome and 
workstream.  This local outcome and workstream 
is therefore required to undergo a Stage 2 
assessment. 

Natural Resources It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on soil, air and 
water as a result.  

As above 

Historic Environment It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on the historic 
environment. 

As above 

Social Environment It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on population 
and material assets. There is unlikely to be any impact on human health. 

As above 

Waste and Energy  It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on waste and 
energy. 

As above 
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Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 1:  Local economic activity increased  

Priority Action  1.2 : Accelerate the pace of infrastructure improvements and maximise the 
benefit of existing resources 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 

cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) why? 

Natural Features There is likely to be environmental impacts on biodiversity, flora and 
fauna as a result of this local outcome and priority action.  It is likely that 
these will be positive and negative impacts.   

There are likely to be significant environmental 
impacts as a result of this local outcome and 
priority action.  This local outcome and priority 
action is therefore required to undergo a Stage 2 
assessment. 

Natural Resources It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on soil and 
water as a result. It is likely that any impact on air water quality will be 
indirect and not significant. 

As above 

Historic Environment It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on the historic 
environment. 

As above 

Social Environment It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on material 
assets. There is unlikely to be any impact on population human health. 

As above 

Waste and Energy  It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on energy. As above 
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Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 1:  Local economic activity increased  

Priority Action  1.3 : Improve the vibrancy of our town centres 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 

cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) why? 

Natural Features There is likely to be environmental impacts on biodiversity, flora and 
fauna as a result of this local outcome and priority action. It is likely that 
these will be positive and negative impacts.  As locational focus is on 
town centres, it is unlikely that there will be any significant impact on 
landscape and geology. 

There are likely to be significant environmental 
impacts as a result of this local outcome and 
priority action.  This local outcome and priority 
action is therefore required to undergo a Stage 2 
assessment. 

Natural Resources It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on soil and 
water as a result. It is likely that any impact on air water quality will be 
indirect and not significant. 

As above 

Historic Environment It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on the historic 
environment. 

As above 

Social Environment It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on material 
assets. There is unlikely to be any impact on population human health. 

As above 

Waste and Energy  It is likely that there will be positive and negative impacts on energy. As above 

 
Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 2:  Local economy improved 

Priority Action 2.1: Ensure East Ayrshire residents, particularly our young people, have the 
relevant skills and qualifications, and positive attitude needed for the world of work.  

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features The priority action will not lead to significant environmental impacts on its 
own, or cumulatively or synergistically, as the priority is purely focused on 
skills development and preparing people for the world of work. 

The priority action will not lead to significant 
environmental impacts on its own, or cumulatively 
or synergistically, as the priority is purely focused 
on skills development. 

Natural Resources As above. As above. 

Historic Environment As above. As above. 

Social Environment As above. As above. 

Waste and Energy  As above. As above. 
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Delivery Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 2:  Local economy improved 

Priority Action 2.2: Increase innovation and entrepreneurship 

Components Will there be an Environmental Impact? Significant Impact (Yes/No/Don’t Know) Why? 
If no, could the impact become a significant 
cumulative or synergistic impact (yes/no) 

why? 

Natural Features There are likely to be significant environmental impacts as a result of this 
local outcome and priority action.  It is likely that these will be positive and 
negative impacts dependent on location and the nature of the business 
growth i.e. is it a physical extension to an existing building etc 

There are likely to be significant environmental 
impacts as a result of this local outcome and 
priority action.  This local outcome and priority 
action is therefore required to undergo a Stage 2 
assessment. 

Natural Resources As above. As above. 

Historic Environment As above. As above. 

Social Environment As above. As above. 

Waste and Energy  As above. As above. 

 



Appendix E: Stage 2 Assessment of the Strategic Priorities 
 

Action Plan: Economy and Skills  Strategic Priorities: Make East Ayrshire a destination of choice for business growth and investment. 

 Receptor Analysis of the Significant Environmental Impact 
 

Mitigation 

Natural 
Features 

Landscape and Geology At this level of assessment, it is difficult to predict what the exact 
significant impacts are likely to be. That being said, there are likely to be 
positive and/or negative significant impacts on landscape and geology as 
a result of this priority.  

Supporting plans, such as the Local 
Development Plan, Local Transport 
Strategy etc, should include policies or 
proposals that protect the environment 
against adverse environmental impacts 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna As above As above 

Climate As above As above 

Natural 
Resources 

Soil As above As above 

Air As above As above 

Water As above As above 

Historic 
Environment 

Listed Buildings As above As above 

Scheduled Monuments As above As above 

Conservation Areas As above As above 

Archaeological Sites/Areas As above As above 

Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes 

As above As above 

Social 
Environment 

Health As above As above 

Population As above As above 

Material Assets As above As above 

Waste and 
Energy  

Waste As above As above 

Energy Consumption (associated 
with climate change) 

As above As above 

 

Short, Medium or Long Term Impact?  It is likely that there will be short, medium and long terms positive and/or negative impacts as a result of this strategic 
priority. However, without any context or location, it is difficult to exactly predict what the impacts will be and how 
long they will last. 

Cumulative/Synergistic Impacts It is likely that there will be cumulative and synergistic impacts. However, as indicated above, it is equally difficult to 
state what these impacts will be, but it is anticipated that these are likely to be both positive and negative significant 
impacts. 

 

Key:   

 
 

 

Significant Positive Significant Positive/Negative Significant Negative 
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Action Plan: Economy and Skills  Strategic Priority: Embed ambition, aspiration and entrepreneurship in our culture. 
 

 Receptor Analysis of the Significant Environmental Impact 
 

Mitigation 

Natural 
Features 

Landscape and Geology At this level of assessment, it is difficult to predict what the exact 
significant impacts are likely to be. That being said, there are likely to be 
positive and/or negative significant impacts on landscape and geology as 
a result of this priority.  

Supporting plans, such as the Local 
Development Plan, Local Transport 
Strategy etc, should include policies or 
proposals that protect the environment 
against adverse environmental impacts 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna As above As above 

Climate As above As above 

Natural 
Resources 

Soil As above As above 

Air As above As above 

Water As above As above 

Historic 
Environment 

Listed Buildings As above As above 

Scheduled Monuments As above As above 

Conservation Areas As above As above 

Archaeological Sites/Areas As above As above 

Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes 

As above As above 

Social 
Environment 

Health As above As above 

Population As above As above 

Material Assets As above As above 

Waste and 
Energy  

Waste As above As above 

Energy Consumption (associated 
with climate change) 

As above As above 

 

Short, Medium or Long Term Impact?  It is likely that there will be short, medium and long terms positive and/or negative impacts as a result of this strategic 
priority. However, without any context or location, it is difficult to exactly predict what the impacts will be and how 
long they will last. 

Cumulative/Synergistic Impacts It is likely that there will be cumulative and synergistic impacts. However, as indicated above, it is equally difficult to 
state what these impacts will be, but it is anticipated that these are likely to be both positive and negative significant 
impacts. 

 
Key:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Significant Positive Significant Positive/Negative Significant Negative 
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Appendix E: Stage 2 Assessment of the Local Outcomes (including priority actions) of the East Ayrshire Community Plan 
 

Action Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 1: Local economic activity increased 

 Priority Action 1.1 : Grow the business base in East Ayrshire 

Receptor Analysis of the Significant Environmental Impact 
 

Mitigation 

Landscape and Geology Economic growth could potentially have significant negative impacts on 
landscape and geology. However, trying to predict what the significant 
impact is without further information is not possible. For example, if 
economic growth resulted in the physical development of new premises 
or extensions to existing premises it could have significant impacts, 
although this would be dependent on the size, scale and location of the 
premises. However, if the growth was limited to a few new jobs, then 
there would be no significant impacts. 

The Local Development Plan will provide policies which 
ensure that environmental matters are taken into account 
when assessing new developments associated with 
economic growth.  

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna As above As above 

Climate As above As above 

Soil As above As above 

Air As above As above 

Water As above As above 

Listed Buildings As above As above 

Scheduled Monuments As above As above 

Conservation Areas As above As above 

Archaeological Sites/Areas As above As above 

Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes 

As above As above 

Health As above As above 

Population As above As above 

Material Assets As above As above 

Waste As above As above 

Energy Consumption (associated 
with climate change) 

As above As above 

 

Short, Medium or Long Term Impact?  It is difficult to predict if there will be short, medium or long term impacts as a result of this Local Outcome and 
Priority Action due to the lack of details.  

Cumulative/Synergistic Impacts It is difficult to predict if there will be cumulative or synergistic impacts as a result of this Local Outcome and Priority 
Action due to the lack of details. 
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Action Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 1: Local economic activity increased 

 Priority Actions 1.2: Accelerate the pace of infrastructure improvements and maximise the benefit of 
existing resource 

Receptor Analysis of the Significant Environmental Impact 
 

Mitigation 

Landscape and Geology New investment in infrastructure and existing resources could potentially 
have significant negative impacts on landscape and geology. However, 
trying to predict what the significant impact is without further information 
is not possible. For example, if new investment resulted in the physical 
development of new premises or extensions to existing premises it could 
have significant impacts, although this would be dependent on the size, 
scale and location of the premises. However, if the infrastructure 
improvements were for example in providing public transport solutions to 
promote economic activity, these are likely to have significant positive 
and negative impacts, depending on what is being proposed and the 
precise location. However, without the exact details of the proposed 
infrastructure improvements, it is not possible to accurately predict the 
precise environmental impacts. Therefore, the assessment of 
significance should be deferred to the Local Development Plan, the 
Local Transport Strategy, the Tourism Strategy and any other PPS 
which is attributed to infrastructure improvements and increased 
economic activity. 

The Local Development Plan, the Local Transport 
Strategy, the Tourism Strategy and any other PPS which 
attributed to infrastructure improvements and increased 
economic activity will provide mitigation measures should 
there be any significant negative impacts. 

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna As above As above 

Climate As above As above 

Soil As above As above 

Air As above As above 

Water As above As above 

Listed Buildings As above As above 

Scheduled Monuments As above As above 

Conservation Areas As above As above 

Archaeological Sites/Areas As above As above 

Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes 

As above As above 

Health As above As above 

Population As above As above 

Material Assets As above As above 

Waste As above As above 

Energy Consumption (associated 
with climate change) 

As above As above 

 

Short, Medium or Long Term Impact? It is difficult to predict if there will be short, medium or long term impacts as a result of this Local Outcome and 
Priority Action due to the lack of details.  
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Cumulative/Synergistic Impacts It is difficult to predict if there will be cumulative or synergistic impacts as a result of this Local Outcome and Priority 
Action due to the lack of details. 

 
Action Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 1: Local economic activity increased 

 Priority Actions 1.3 : Improve the vibrancy of our town centres 
 

Receptor Analysis of the Significant Environmental Impact 
 

Mitigation 

Landscape and Geology Screened out during the Stage 1 assessment  

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna This Local Outcome and Priority Action aims to improve the vibrancy of 
our town centres through the sustainable regeneration of our towns. It is 
reasonable to anticipate significant positive impacts on biodiversity, flora 
and fauna within towns and villages, especially where it leads to 
enhancements to green networks. At the same time, regeneration could 
have a negative impact on biodiversity, flora and fauna if it results in 
disturbance to, or replacement of these areas.  

Regeneration of town centres should avoid any 
disturbance to, or development on existing areas of 
biodiversity and any impacts on flora and fauna. Indeed 
there may be opportunities to enhance the existing green 
networks and habitats within these areas. The Local 
Development Plan should also provide policies that 
protect the natural environment and these should be 
enforced to avoid any negative impacts. 

Climate Should the local outcome and priority action lead to the regeneration of 
existing buildings etc or use methods of carbon reductions if new 
construction is required, then it is likely that significant positive impacts 
will be experienced.  

Regeneration of town centres, where possible re-use 
existing buildings etc instead of new construction in order 
to reduce carbon emissions etc. However, where 
possible, new construction should use materials etc that 
are low in carbon etc. The Local Development Plan 
should provide policies on reducing climate change to 
reinforce this local outcome.  

Soil By regenerating town centres and villages, it is likely that any areas of 
degraded and vacant land or contaminated land will be reused or 
remediated to provide new useable areas. If this happens then there are 
likely to be significant positive environmental impacts.  

Policies should be put in supporting documents that 
ensure that brownfield and contaminated land are reused 
where possible. These should be allocated for suitable 
uses within the Local Development Plan.  

Air Screened out during the Stage 1 assessment  

Water Screened out during the Stage 1 assessment  

Listed Buildings By reusing vacant listed buildings or repairing deteriorating or derelict 
listed buildings within town centres and villages, there are likely to be 
significant positive environmental impacts. However, if there are 
unsympathetic alterations etc to listed buildings then there is every 
possibility that significant negative impacts may be experienced  

The Local Development Plan should provide policies 
aimed at protecting and enhancing listed buildings. 

Scheduled Monuments Regenerating town centres could potentially have an impact on 
scheduled monuments within an area if it is likely to disturb the 
monument itself or affect its setting. These could be potentially 
significantly negative. However, there is the possibility that the setting of 
the monument could be enhanced as well and it is considered, 
dependent on the level of enhancement, that these could be significantly 
positive impacts.  

The Local Development Plan should provide policies 
aimed at protecting scheduled monuments. 
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Conservation Areas Again regenerating town centres has the potential to provide significant 
positive impacts to conservation areas. However, there is always the 
possibility that any new build or inappropriate alterations to traditional 
buildings and loss of natural features, through regeneration, could have 
significant negative impacts on the conservation area. 

The Local Development Plan should provide policies 
aimed at protecting and enhancing conservation areas. 
Conservation Area Appraisals should be undertaken for 
all conservation areas and adopted as Supplementary 
Planning Guidance to strengthen the understanding of 
conservation areas and there contribution to the civic 
quality of an area and also to provide enhancement 
proposals.  

Archaeological Sites/Areas Again regenerating town centres has the potential has negative impacts 
on archaeological sites/areas within town centres/villages if they are 
disturbed. Dependent on the level and nature of the disturbance, these 
could become significant. 

The Local Development Plan etc should provide policies 
aimed at protecting archaeological sites/areas. 

Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes 

There is the possibility that regeneration could impact on the setting of 
gardens and designed landscapes, however, it is dependent on the 
location and scale of regeneration in proximity to the garden and 
designed landscape. There is not enough information available to 
assess the likely impacts and if they are significant.  

Regeneration PPS’s should be subject to SEA, unless 
they are mentioned in the Local Development Plan or 
other PPS that have been subject to SEA in order to 
analyse the impact on gardens and designed 
landscapes. 
 
The Local Development Plan etc should provide policies 
aimed at protecting garden and designed landscapes. 

Health Screened out during the Stage 1 assessment  

Population Screened out during the Stage 1 assessment  

Material Assets Regeneration of town centres could have positive/negative impacts on 
paths, open space, green networks etc. If regeneration provides 
enhancement to these features then it is considered, dependent on the 
scale and nature of the enhancements, may be significantly positive. 
However, if regeneration encroaches or develops on these features then 
it is considered that the impacts are likely to be significantly negative, 
dependent on the nature and scale of the regeneration proposals. 

The Local Development Plan, the Core Path Plan, the 
Open Space Strategy, the Local Transport Strategy etc 
should provide policies aimed at protecting material 
assets, especially open spaces, paths etc. 

Waste Screened out during the Stage 1 assessment  

Energy Consumption (associated 
with climate change) 

Should the regeneration proposals reuse existing or vacant buildings 
within a town centre, then it is considered that there could be significant 
positive impacts in terms of energy consumption. However, this is 
difficult to determine at this level. 

The Local Development Plan should provide policies 
encouraging energy efficiency. 

 

Short, Medium or Long Term Impact?  It is likely that there will be short, medium and long terms positive and negative impacts as a result of this local 
outcome and priority action. However, it is difficult to pinpoint exactly what the impacts will be. 

Cumulative/Synergistic Impacts It is highly likely that there will be positive impacts as a result of the local outcome and priority action. However, there 
is equally the potential for negative impacts should the mitigation measures be ignored. It is difficult to anticipate or 
predict if there will be any synergistic impacts at this level, but there are likely to be environmental impacts.  
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Action Plan: Economy and Skills Local Outcome 2: Local economic activity increased 

Priority Actions 2.2: Increase innovation and entrepreneurship 

Receptor Analysis of the Significant Environmental Impact 
 

Mitigation 

Landscape and Geology Encouraging and stimulating a local economy based on increased 
innovation and entrepreneurship could potentially have significant 
positive and negative impacts. on landscape and geology. However, it is 
not possible to analyse what the exact impacts of increased innovation 
and promotion of entrepreneurship will be.  For example, if this 
innovation and promotion of entrepreneurship resulted in the physical 
development of new premises or extensions to existing premises it could 
have significant impacts, although this would be dependent on the size, 
scale and location of the premises. Similarly innovation could centre 
around initiatives such as renewable energy for example that would 
benefit the environment.  
 

The Local Development Plan should provide policies 
which ensure that environmental matters are taken into 
account when assessing new developments associated 
business and industry.  

Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna As above As above 

Climate As above As above 

Soil As above As above 

Air As above As above 

Water As above As above 

Listed Buildings As above As above 

Scheduled Monuments As above As above 

Conservation Areas As above As above 

Archaeological Sites/Areas As above As above 

Gardens and Designed 
Landscapes 

As above As above 

Health As above As above 

Population As above As above 

Material Assets As above As above 

Waste As above As above 

Energy Consumption (associated 
with climate change) 

As above As above 

 

Short, Medium or Long Term Impact? It is difficult to predict if there will be short, medium or long term impacts as a result of this priority action due to the 
lack of details.  

Cumulative/Synergistic Impacts It is difficult to predict if there will be cumulative or synergistic impacts as a result of this priority action due to the lack 
of details. 

 


